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Map 4: Landscape Character Areas




Area 1: Thrubwell Farm Plateav

Summary of Landscape Character

. Clipped hedges which are often ‘gappy’ and supplemented by sheep netting
. Late 18" and early 19" century rectilinear field layout at north of area

. Occasional groups of trees

. Geologically complex

. Well drained soils

. Flat or very gently undulating plateau

. A disused quarry

. Parkland at Butcombe Court straddling the western boundary

. Minor roads set out on a grid pattern

. Settlement within the area consists of isolated farms and houses

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Context

Introduction

7.1.1 The character area consists of a little over 1sq
km of high plateau to the far west of the area. The plateau
extends beyond the Bath and North East Somerset boundary
info North Somerset and includes Felton Hill to the north
and Bristol airport to the west. The southern boundary is
marked by the top of the scarp adjoining the undulating
and generally lower lying Chew Valley to the south.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.1.2 Geologically the area is complex though on the
ground this is not immediately apparent. The larger part to
the north of the area consists of the Harptree Beds which
incorporate silicified clay, shale and Lias Limestone. Clifton
Down Limestone, which includes Calcite and Dolomitic
Mudstones of the Carboniferous period, is found in the
adjoining central band and Dolomitic Conglomerate of the
Triassic period occupies a band across the southern part of
the area.

7.1.3 There are two main soil types, both generally
well-drained. The northern part has silty soils that are typical
of the Mendips and broadly coincide with the Harptree Beds.
The southern part has a loamy soil.

Major Planning Designations

7.1.4 The whole of the developed area is within the
Bristol/Bath Green Belt.

1 Arable Field near Kingsdown

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.1.5 The landscape consists of a relatively flat or very
gently undulating plateau above 150 metres. The flat
topography has been taken advantage of in the location of

Bristol airport on the plateau outside the area to the west.

Land-uses

7.1.6 The land is mainly under pasture and is also
used for silage making. There is some arable land towards
the north of the area. Part of Butcombe Court parkland
falls within the area to the west of Thrubwell Lane.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.1.7 Fields are enclosed by hedges that are generally
trimmed and often contain few trees. Tall untrimmed hedges
are less common. Hedges are typically ‘gappy’ and of low
species diversity and are often supplemented with sheep-
netting where fields are used for sheep grazing. Some
hedges are more diverse such as along the north side of
Green Lane. The fields are mainly rectangular in shape,
the predominant field size medium with some small. The
area to the north has a rectilinear field pattern that is typical
of late 18" and early 19" century parliamentary enclosure.

7.1.8 There are localised groups of trees particularly
around Thrubwell Farm and along Thrubwell Lane, New
Road and Green Lane.

2 Green Lane and Thrubwell Lane Junction

Settlement and Communications

7.1.9 There are only minor roads within the immediate
area, which are set out on a grid pattern. Settlement within
the area consists of isolated farms and houses. Domestic
buildings are generally of local Lias Limestone or render
with clay-tiled roofs whilst agricultural barns are generally
of modern industrial materials.



Landscape Characteristics

7.1.10  Thelandscape is open in appearance with views
to the Mendip scarp. Clipped hedges generally contain near
views.

7.1.11  The landscape has few detractors that are
generally restricted to minor elements such as telegraph
poles and overhead cables. Other features of the landscape
include a small disused quarry and occasional ponds usually
marked by a small group of willow trees.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.1.12  The landscape is generally in good condition.
The principal change has resulted from the requirements
of modern agriculture leading to amalgamation of fields,
loss of hedges and associated features, reliance on
mechanical trimming of hedges and less dependence on
farm ponds. Many hedges are now ‘gappy’ and ponds are
generally becoming neglected.
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Area 2: Chew Valley

Summary of Landscape Character

Low lying and undulating valley of the River Chew

Slowly permeable soils

Disused coal mines and distinctive spoil heaps

Mainly grassland with patches of arable land-use

Characteristic small regular fields of late medieval enclosure

Less common irregular fields created on slopes by medieval enclosure of woodland
Large woodland areas such as Lord’s Wood, Hunstrete Plantation and Common Wood
Characteristic woodland on slopes and hillsides

Patches of bracken in hedges and in areas of rough grazing

Main setftlements often on lower slopes

Farm buildings and settlements often nestled into the valley sides and often amongst trees
Occasional smaller groups of more recent housing in more elevated locations

Rich variety of traditional building materials reflecting local availability

Extensive views across Chew and Yeo Valleys

Tributary valleys have intimate character enclosed by hedges, trees and side slopes
Views to Blagdon and Chew Valley Lakes

Sunken lanes

Buildings and chimneys associated with Bristol Waterworks

Disused North Somerset Railway and viaduct at Pensford

Standing stones at Stanton Drew

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Contfext

Introduction

7.2.1
km and extends from the western boundary of the area

This is the largest character area of some 67sq

eastwards to Burnett and Marksbury. The landscape consists
of the valley of the River Chew and is generally low-lying
and undulating. It is bounded by higher ground which
includes the Dundry Plateau and the Hinton Blewett and
Newton St Loe Plateau Lands character areas to the north
and east respectively. The boundary generally follows the
top of the scarp slopes except at the southern boundary
where the landscape changes to the characteristically flat
Upper Chew and Yeo Valleys.

3 Near Upper Stanton Drew

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.2.2
Pennant Measures of the Carboniferous period. It is a

The oldest geological formation is the Supra-

significant feature towards the north-eastern part of the
area and is represented by the Pensford Syncline coal basin.
It is a complex formation containing coal seams and is made
up of clay and shales. The landscape is typically undulating
and includes outcrops of sandstone.

7.2.3
outcrop represented throughout the area although less

Mercia Mudstones are the main geological

widespread in the north-eastern section east of Pensford.
The Mercia Mudstones consist of red siltstone and mudstone
of the Triassic desert basins resulting in the underlying
characteristic of the gently rolling valley landscape. Bands
of Butcombe Sandstone of the Triassic period occur as
outcrops within the Mercia Mudstones. They generally form
minor ridges or shelves, as for example through Nempnett
Thrubwell towards Chew Stoke, that contribute to the
undulating character of the area.

7.2.4
period occur to the west of Chew Valley Lake giving rise to

Ovutcrops of Lias Limestone from the Jurassic

shelves of higher ground such as to the north and east of
Nempnett Thrubwell, east of Butcombe and around Breach
Hill Farm.

7.2.5
beside the course of the River Chew.

There are also more recent alluvial deposits
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7.2.6
Stanton Drew have neutral to acid red loamy soils with

Most of the western part of the area and around

slowly permeable subsoils. They mainly occur on the Mercia
Mudstones. Soils to the eastern part of the area are slowly
permeable clayey and fine silty soils. They are found on
Carboniferous clay and shales typical of the Supra-Pennant
Measures. They are frequently waterlogged where the
topography dictates. They tend towards being acid and are
brown to grey brown in colour.

Major Planning Designations

7.2.7 Only a small part near the Chew Valley Lake
falls within the Mendips AONB. Most of the undeveloped
area is within the Bristol/Bath Green Belt.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.2.8
gently undulating landform of the broad Chew Valley. The

The principal characteristic of the area is the

tributary valleys of the River Chew and, in the extreme
south-west, tributaries of the River Yeo dissect the landscape
leaving occasional hills. The old coal spoil heap at Pensford
has modified the local landform in a dramatic way.

Land-uses

7.2.9
in places is used for cereals particularly eastwards from

The land is mainly under grass and occasionally

Chew Valley Lake and south of Keynsham. Horticulture is
rarer and is found for example at Byemills Farm near
Belluton. In the past apple orchards were common around
the settlements as was typical throughout the area.

7.2.10
Stanton Drew, Hunstrete, Stowey House and Sutton Court.

There are several historic parks that include

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.2.11
bounded by hedges and occasionally by tree belts and

The medium and small fields are generally

woodland. The hedges are typically trimmed and mostly
contain trees. Mature oak and ash trees are characteristic
of the area with occasional groups of Scots Pine particularly
around the Chew Valley Lake. Many elm trees have been
lost in this area and dead / dying elms are evident across
much of the area. The hedges generally contain a diverse
range of species.



4 Publow Hill

7.2.12
character area are particularly characteristic of the Chew

The small fields in the western part of the

Valley and date back to the most evident period of enclosure
of earlier open fields which took place in the late medieval
period. Fields of this category are generally small in size,
regular in outline and often the boundaries preserve the
outlines of the earlier strip field system. Regional variations
in field size and pattern do occur. For example there is
evidence of medieval clearance of woodland on the slopes
around Nempnett Thrubwell, south of Bishop Sutton and
west and south of Chelwood. The resultant fields are
irregular or organic in form; the smaller fields being more
typical of piecemeal clearance and the larger and more
regular fields characteristic of organised clearance.

7.2.13
landscape and are particularly evident on the hills and

Woodlands form an important component of the

slopes. There are many small woods giving the landscape
a well-wooded appearance. Towards the east of the area
there are a number of large woods such as at Lord’s Wood,

r o e
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5 View from Slate Lane

Hunstrete Plantation and Common Wood.

Settlement and Communications

7.2.14
mainly minor routes. The major routes are the north to
south A37 linking Bristol and Shepton Mallet via Pensford
and the west to east A368 linking Weston Super Mare and

The area is well served by a dense network of

Bath. Numerous footpaths criss-cross the area including
the north-south aligned Three Peaks Walk and the west-
east aligned Two Rivers Way which cross near Chew Magna.

7.2.15
the main settlements. Each is located on the lower valley

Chew Stoke, Chew Magna and Pensford are

slopes at the junction of several routes. There are also
several moderate to small villages such as Stanton Drew
and Chelwood and a few distinctive smaller groups of
mainly more recent houses arranged along a single road
in elevated positions.

7.2.16

Limestone; sometimes incorporating red sandstone or

The traditional building material is white Lias

conglomerate, with red clay tiled roofs. Red Sandstone
buildings are characteristic of the villages north of Chew
Valley Lake such as Chew Magna. Many dwellings are also
painted or rendered in shades of white, grey and cream.
Historically houses were also built of Pennant Sandstone
where it was locally available, such as in the area of Stanton

Wick.




7.2.17
nestled into the valley sides taking advantage of minor

Farm buildings and settlements are generally

depressions in the landscape. They are generally well
integrated into the landscape and are often nestled in
amongst frees.

Landscape Characteristics

7.2.18
and generally harmonious. It results from the balance of

The landscape of the Chew Valley is distinctive

hedges, trees and woodland within the enclosed farmland
and from the ‘well-treed’ setting of the settlements which
are generally integrated well into the topography. This
balance reflects the historical evolution of the landscape.

7.2.19
rise to extensive views across the Chew and Yeo Valleys

The undulating nature of the landscape gives

and across the Chew Valley and Blagdon Lakes to the
Mendips, Dundry Hills and the plateau around Hinton
Blewett. Well-wooded slopes form prominent elements
within the view. The tributary valleys by contrast have a
more intimate quality. They are enclosed by hedges, trees
and the valleys themselves.

7.2.20
Valley and Blagdon Lakes bordering the area and at

Features within this landscape include the Chew

Blackmoor the distinctive chimney marking the remains of
an engine house put up by Bristol Waterworks in 1859 to
pump water from an exploratory well.

7.2.21
notable sunken lanes sometimes bounded by high hedge-

banks.

The varied topography has given rise to several

7.2.22
Railway runs south from Bristol crossing over the River Chew

The line of the now disused North Somerset

on the surviving distinctive viaduct at Pensford and on to
Midsomer Norton. It is identifiable in the landscape from
the scrub along its course and its gently curved alignment
that forms the boundaries of fields.

7.2.23
mining area and the old tip is a prominent legacy. Patches

The area around Pensford was an important

of bracken within hedges and in fields of rough grazing
are characteristic of this area forming distinctive fresh green
fronds in spring and warm brown coloured dead leaves in
autumn and winter.

7.2.24
archaeological and historic features including the Stanton

The area includes a number of visible

Drew Stone Circles Scheduled Monument, the Stowey Castle
earthworks and Marksbury church tower. The mills of the
River Chew, sometimes dating back at least to Domesday,
are also an important feature whilst old quarries, limekilns
and early field boundaries are now only evident as
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undulations on the ground.

7.2.25
the silence broken only by occasional tractors, other vehicles,

The landscape is generally very tranquil with

aircraft and farm animals. There are however less tranquil
areas dictated by proximity fo main routes and to local
activities and land-uses.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.2.26
to have changed little since the 1% Edition OS map. There

The general structure of the landscape appears

are however three main types of change. Firstly there has
been a degree of amalgamation of fields particularly of
the late medieval enclosures. This is evident for example
around Blackmoor and Upper Stanton Drew. Secondly many
of the settlements had orchards which have now been
cleared leaving only occasional remnant mature trees. This
has occurred for example around West Town, Nempnett
Thrubwell and Stowey. At Bishop Sutton traditional orchards
have been replaced by housing. Finally there has been a
significant loss of parkland and estate trees in areas such
as Stowey, Compton Dando and Hunstrete.

7.2.27  The creation of Blagdon Lake in 1904 and Chew
Valley Lake in 1956 has had a major impact on the
landscape through the replacement of undulating farmland
and dwellings with open expanses of water. The lakes now
appear as a natural part of the landscape and are
designated SSSls principally for their bird interest.

6 Chew Valley Lake

7.2.28 New tree planting has taken place in some areas
in recent years which will contribute to the distinct wooded
character of the area.



Area 3: Upper Chew and Yeo Valleys

Summary of Landscape Character

Flat landscape, gently sloping in parts
Red soils associated with mudstone outcrops

Spring line villages of West Harptree, East Harptree, Compton Martin and Ubley with harmonious use of traditional
building materials in older buildings

Isolated farms, many very old including a medieval moated farmhouse

Small regular fields surrounded by clipped hedges

Arable and pastoral land cover

Frequent hedgerow trees and large belts of trees giving the impression of being well-wooded

Few small woods, conifer or willow and poplar plantations around the edges of the lakes and others consist of oak
and ash

Wide tree belt follows the River Yeo

Views to surrounding hills but limited views within the area
Straight roads well enclosed by landform and/or hedges
Generally quiet and peaceful away from the A368 corridor
Roman road

Tumulus north of Blagdon Lake

Chew Valley lake and associated features

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Contfext

Introduction

7.3.1 The Upper Chew and Yeo Valleys character
area covers nearly 18sq km. It is a flat or gently sloping
area between the Mendip Slopes character area to the
south and the Chew Valley character area to the north.
The boundary incorporates part of the Blagdon and Chew
Valley Lakes. It then extends south-eastwards to the area
boundary at Coley taking in the villages of East and West
Harptree at the foot of the northern Mendip slopes. The
edges of the character area are generally at the point at
which the valley sides become significantly steeper and at
the shores of the two lakes.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.3.2 The predominant formation is the Mercia
Mudstones of the Triassic period. Dolomitic Conglomerate
of the same period is found above the mudstones on the
higher parts of the area. There are also more recent drift
deposits on the lower parts of the area adjacent to the Chew
Valley Lake.

7.3.3 The mudstones give rise to fertile silty clay soils
that are a dull dusky red colour because of their high iron
content. The clay content means that where unimproved
they easily become waterlogged when wet, and hard with
cracks and fissures during dry periods. The Dolomitic
Conglomerate, which is a complex of limestone fragments,
gives rise to thinner freely draining soils. These soils are
stony and can be slightly acidic on the surface.

7.3.4 The soils over the drift deposits are similar to
those derived from the mudstones but they have more silt
and sand within the matrix which makes them more freely
draining.

7 Near South Wldcombe
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Major Planning Designations

7.3.5 The whole of the area is within the Mendips
AONB and the whole of the undeveloped area is within the
Bristol/Bath Green Belt.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.3.6 This area is flat or gently sloping. There are
significant slopes only on the southern edge. It is about
50m at its lowest point near Blagdon Lake and about 100m
at its highest where it rises to meet the spring line villages
of West Harptree, Compton Martin and Ubley. The springs
occur along the Dolomitic Conglomerate exposures. The
area includes the tributaries and upper reaches of both the
River Yeo, which flows westwards from Compton Martin,
and the River Chew, which flows northwards from Coley.

Land-uses

7.3.7 The land is used for arable crops and ley pasture
on the better-drained and flatter areas such as on the alluvial
soils; and for permanent pasture on the wetter, stonier and
more sloping parts particularly on the Dolomitic
Conglomerates and parts of the Mercia Mudstones. These
latter areas also traditionally supported orchards. Generally
pasture is the predominant land-use throughout the area.

7.3.8 Fields, Boundaries and Trees

The fields are small and medium sized and predominantly
rectangular, others irregularly shaped. The field pattern
results from the enclosure in the late medieval period into
single ownership units from the open fields that surrounded
the spring line villages. Neatly timmed hedges frequently
edge the fields and generally are in reasonable condition,
though some are ‘gappy’. Many are supplemented by post
and wire fencing where stock proofing is required. There
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are frequent hedgerow trees consisting mainly of oak and
ash generally in good condition.

7.3.8
either remnant plantations or semi-scrub woodlands. There

There are only a few small woods which are

are a variety of types, those around the edges of the lakes
are conifer or willow and poplar plantations, others consist
of oak and ash. The area has the impression of being well
wooded created in part by the frequent hedgerow trees
and tree belts. The tree belts are found between fields,
along the roads, around settlements and a thick belt follows
the River Yeo.

8 Widcombe Common

Settlement and Communications

7.3.9
medieval spring line villages at the foot of the Mendip slopes.

The main settlements in the area are the

They are distinctive because of the trees in their vicinity
and the larger houses and buildings such as the churches.
Generally they fit in well with their landscape setting because
of their organic pattern and the muted traditional building
materials. The other forms of settlement include farms,
some of which also clearly date back to at least medieval
times. The moat at Moat Farm to the west of Chew Valley
Lake for example is 14" century.

7.3.10 There is a well-developed pattern of roads within
the area and they range from ‘A roads to unclassified lanes.
They are nearly all enclosed by the hedges on the roadside
and some are sunk below the surrounding field level. They
are noticeably straight and at least one is Roman. There is
an inferesting road from New Manor Farm to South
Widcombe with a wide grassland verge that may well have
been common land or a drove road. This road follows the
base of the indented scarp slope and so has many twists
and turns.

Landscape Characteristics
7.3.11

surrounding hills. The flat terrain and trees commonly limit

In all places there are fine views to the

near views. The hedges are too low to have any significant
enclosing effect. These factors help to create a feeling that
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is open but not too exposed. The lack of excessive traffic
noise and other urban intrusions create a peaceful
atmosphere only broken by occasional aircraft and traffic
on the A368. This is further enhanced by very noticeable
bird song and the noise from tractors and other farm
equipment.

7.3.12
continual use for thousands of years, from the tumulus north
of Blagdon Lake which dates back 3000 years to the Roman
road and the medieval moated farm house which was a

This area displays many features that show

nunnery in 1881. More modern features include the two
lakes dating from the early to mid 20" century. These are
now designated as SSSIs. There are few detractors in the
area. Locally a line of electricity pylons south of Chew Valley
Lake detracts from the view.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.3.13
character area has been the construction of the two lakes.

The most significant change to this landscape

Blagdon Lake was created in 1904 and Chew Valley Lake
was completed in 1956. Both have obviously changed the
valley considerably just by their presence but clearly they
have covered land that was once an integral part of the
area and that contributed to its character. The lakes
themselves have added an additional element; that of open
water and the peripheral planting. The activities on the lake
such as the presence of sailing boats add to the changes.
And finally the consequential changes to the local road
infrastructure have altered the old pattern of roads, lanes
and footpaths. The wide road of the outfall dam and other
strips of road around the lake have further modified their
immediate vicinity with the fencing, balustrades and buildings
associated with the water control mechanisms.

9 Southwest of Chew Valley Lake

7.3.14
hedge lines are now often visible only from local undulations

Other changes include hedgerow loss. Original

and by rows of oak trees retained within the fields. In addition
there has been a huge decrease in the amount of orchard.
In 1884 all of the spring-line villages had many adjacent
fields under orchard and most of the farms had some as
well, today there is very little. Aerial photos taken in 1946
show many still evident and so removal has largely, though
not consistently, been undertaken since then. Many of the
orchards have been built upon, as they were located close



to the villages. The landscape has a ‘well-treed’ appearance
which would have been even more evident prior to the
onset of Dutch elm disease. There appears to be little
evidence of new tree planting / regeneration in the
hedgerows.
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Area 4: Mendip Slopes

Summary of Landscape Character

Dolomitic Conglomerate is the principal rock formation

Gentle to steeply sloping edge to the Mendip Hills with local undulations and rock outcrops

Slopes incised with minor valleys or combes which are often wooded

Ancient semi-natural woodland on steeper slopes

Most agricultural land is grassland including both rough grazing and cultivated and re-seeded grassland
Field boundaries typically marked by tall hedges and more rarely walls towards the upper slopes

Fields are generally small, irregular on the upper slopes indicating medieval woodland clearance and regular on
the lower slopes indicating enclosure of open fields in the late medieval period

Settlements of Ubley, East Harptree, Compton Martin and West Harptree located at the foot of the slope along the
springline have strong visual connection with character area

Houses generally have clay-tiled roofs; many painted or rendered white. Mixture of natural building materials i
ncluding Carboniferous Limestones and red sandstone

Extensive views across Chew Valley
Area well served by minor roads and public rights of way including the Limestone Link long distance footpath

Features include disused quarries and lime-kilns, shafts along the line of the Bristol Water Works supply pipe and
remnants of orchards

Noise along A368 corridor otherwise generally quiet and peaceful

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Context

Introduction

7.4.1
south-west boundary of the area. It covers nearly 7sq km.

The Mendip Slopes character area is at the

The character area comprises a single landscape type; a
scarp slope at 75m to 235m. This forms the transition
between the gently sloping landscape of the Upper Chew
and Yeo Valleys character area and the open landscape of
the Mendip Hills plateau. The northern boundary follows
the bottom of the scarp slope with its characteristic local
undulations. The southern boundary runs along the break
of slope at the top of the scarp.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.4.2
Conglomerate of the Triassic period. It formed as a result

The predominant formation is Dolomitic

of desert erosion and weathering of the scarp slopes. It
takes the form of rock fragments mainly derived from older
Carboniferous Limestone cemented together by lime and
sand which hardened to sometimes give the appearance
of concrete. The resultant land is characteristically

irregular.

10 Rock outcrop near Ridge

7.4.3
influence on the characteristic form of the Mendips, extends

Carboniferous Limestone, which is a major

only a small amount into the area. It is represented by
Hotwells Limestone straddling the area boundary and an
outcrop of Clifton Down Limestone east of Morgan’s Lane
near East Harptree.

7.4.4 Mercia Mudstones are found to the south of
East Harptree typically on the lower slopes of the Mendip
Hills beyond the Dolomitic Conglomerate. They consist of

red siltstone and mudstone of the Triassic desert basins.

7.4.5
to the underlying geology. The principal soils are found on

There are two main soil types that correspond

the Dolomitic Conglomerate. These are shallow well-
drained reddish loamy neutral to acid soils over rubbly
subsoils. The other main soil types are found on the Mercia
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Mudstones. They are fertile, slowly permeable reddish
clayey neutral to acid soils over mudstone.

Major Designations

7.4.6 The whole area is within the Mendip Hills AONB.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.4.7
from the edge of the Mendip Hills and is moderate to steeply

The north-east facing slope falls dramatically

sloping. The steepest slopes occur towards the west of the
area where the Dolomitic Conglomerate outcrop is
narrower such as to the west of Compton Martin with slopes
of about 252. Where the Dolomitic Conglomerate outcrop
is wider such as around East Harptree the slopes are gentler
at about 4210 82. The land is characteristically undulating
with occasional rock outcrops. Rocky combes or gorges
such as Compton Combe above Compton Martin and
Harptree Combe near East Harptree typically incise the
Mendip Slopes. The former is a dry valley and the latter is
occupied by the Molly Brook.

Land-uses

7.4.8
agricultural uses. Cultivation however is limited in places

The land is generally suitable for a range of

by the steepness of the slopes. In these areas the land has
been left as woodland or used as rough grazing for dairy
and beef cattle and typically has bracken and thorn scrub.
Rocky outcrops have also hampered cultivation even on
shallower slopes and such land was often planted with
orchards and used for winter grazing. The more gentle
slopes particularly to the east of the area have allowed
cultivation to take place and include ley pasture.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.4.9
the fields. Walls are more characteristic of the Mendip Hills

Tall hedges containing trees generally enclose

plateau but occasionally extend onto the Mendip Slopes.
Where there are walls they have generally been neglected
and have become overgrown with scrub. Historically most
of the fields on the upper slopes were enclosed during the
Middle Ages by piecemeal clearance of woodland and



rough pasture. This gave rise to small irregular fields. The
fields on the lower slopes by contrast were enclosed from
open fields during the late Middle Ages. The resultant fields
are typically small, with some medium, and regular in outline
following the natural lie of the land. A distinctly different
field pattern occurs at The Wrangle to the south of Compton
Martin where the small-scale rectilinear field pattern is
characteristic of late 18" or early 19" century enclosure of
remaining heathland. A small settlement developed around
the edge during the 19" century.

7.4.10
rise to significant woods or groups of trees, as at Harptree

The steep slopes and incised valleys have given

Hill, where cultivation was not possible. Many of the woods
including Ubley Wood, Compton Wood, Harptree Combe,
The Grove and Lady/Buckley Wood are ancient semi-natural
woods. They form prominent features viewed from the
Chew Valley. The nature conservation value of the
woodlands is recognised by their designation as SNCls and
in the case of Harptree Combe a Site of Special Scientific
Interest. Occasional groups of old knarled apple trees
indicate the remnants of old apple orchards.

Settlement and Communications

7.4.11
houses and farms scattered along lanes running north-south

Settlement principally comprises individual

up the scarp slope. There are two hamlets at the Wrangle
and Ridge. The villages of Ubley, East Harptree, Compton
Martin and West Harptree are located at the bottom of the
Mendips Slope on the spring line. Whilst actually situated in
the Upper Chew and Yeo Valleys character area, these
villages have a strong visual connection to the Mendip
Slopes, nestling as they do into the base of the scarp.
Buildings within the area are typically roofed with clay tiles
and include many white painted or rendered houses.
Traditional building materials include Carboniferous
Limestone and red sandstone.

7.4.12
generally minor roads within the area perhaps reflecting

There are a surprisingly large number of

the historical significance of the area for mining and
agriculture. The greatest density of roads is around West
and East Harptree where the slopes are gentler. The ancient
route of the A368 west of West Harptree generally follows
the foot of the Mendips Slopes and is the major road within
the area. It lies within the Upper Chew and Yeo Valleys
character area but effectively marks the boundary between
the two character areas. Several minor roads such as
Highfield Lane, Harptree Hill and Smitham Hill ascend the
slopes generally following the gentler inclines. Some roads
originated as droveways to open pasture. They have straight
and winding sections, are sunken and frequently bounded
by tall banks and tall hedges which overhang the road,
creating a strong localised sense of enclosure.

T g
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12 A Green Lane near Eastwood Manor

7.4.13
passes through both Compton Martin and West Harptree
on its way from the Mendips to the Cotswolds.

A long distance footpath, the Limestone Link,

171 South of Ubley
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Landscape Characteristics

7.4.14  The Mendip Slopes are visible over a wide area
stretching northwards to the Dundry Hills and conversely
they offer spectacular views over the Chew Valley. The
landscape, however, has an unexpected intimate quality
provided by the incised valleys or combes, the local
undulations in the topography and the tall hedges and
woodland blocks. The A368 and adjoining uses such as
garages generate a significant amount of noise. This
contrasts with the generally peaceful atmosphere outside
the road corridor.

7.4.15  There are many features of interest such as the
shafts located along the line of the Bristol Waterworks supply
pipes passing to the south and west of West and East
Harptree. Small quarries and lime-kilns were also a feature
of the landscape now often only marked by undulations on
the ground. The position of the pound to the south of West
Harptree is also evident.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.4.17  The landscape generally appears to be in good
condition. One of the most noticeable changes is the decline
in the area of orchards. The First Edition OS map shows
orchards all around the springline villages. These have
rarely survived fo the present time and often the only visible
evidence is the occasional group of distinctive old knarled
apple trees.

7.4.18 The field pattern largely remains intact although
over the years it is apparent that several of the smaller
fields enclosed from the open field system have been
amalgamated. There has also been some rationalisation
and enlargement of some of the more irregular fields. Stone
walls are generally in disrepair and are often overgrown
with scrub.

7.4.19 Other significant changes include some creep of
the springline villages up the scarp slope during the 20™
century and construction of large modern barns often in
prominent locations within the landscape.
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Area 5: Dundry Plateau

Summary of Landscape Character

Dundry Hill of Oolitic Limestone and lower shelf/plateau of Lias Limestone
Open windswept landscape

Indented valleys at edges of area

Landslips at junction of limestone and clay

Norton Court parkland with parkland trees

Small woods and tree belts in valleys and around settlement

Prominent modern farm buildings on higher ground (pig and poultry units)

Buildings either in small groups or isolated cottages or farmsteads — typically of Lias Limestone often rendered or
painted

High species diversity in hedges

Iron age hill fort at Maes Knoll and strip lynchets indicating late medieval enclosure of steep-sided slopes
Wansdyke linear earthwork

Disused North Somerset Railway marked by trees, scrub and field boundaries

Landmarks include Maes Knoll hillfort and Norton Malreward church tower

Urban fringe problem of tipping along Whitchurch Lane

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Contfext

Introduction

7.5.1 The Dundry Plateau character area covers an
area of 18sq km of higher ground. It extends from the
south-western edge of Keynsham westwards to the area
boundary near Chew Hill north of Chew Magna. It rises to
a number of significant hills including Maes Knoll at 197m
and Dundry Hill, beyond the area boundary, at 202m. The
boundary generally follows the top of the distinct scarp
slopes. This typically marks the junction between the Lias
Limestone of the plateau and the Mercia Mudstones typical
of the lower lying Chew Valley to the south. The character
area of Stockwood Vale and Charlton Bottom abuts to the
north at the eastern end.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.5.2 The most significant geological formation is the
Inferior Oolite of the Jurassic period found on the higher
ground including Maes Knoll. This overlays the Lower Lias
Clay found on the adjoining slopes. The clays make a poor
foundation and landslips are characteristic on the slopes.
This area was once connected to the Cotswolds. The
intervening land has subsequently been eroded leaving this
outlier with many of the characteristics of the Cotswold
Plateau.

7.5.3 Equally characteristic is a lower shelf or plateau
formed of white and blue Lias Limestone of the Lower Lias
period. This is typically edged with clay and shale of the
Penarth Group.

7.5.4 The soils within this area are often clayey. On
the hills and plateaux the soils are over limestone and are

generally well drained. The soils of the upper slopes by
contrast are more silty and are prone to seasonal
waterlogging.

Major Designations

7.5.5 The whole of the undeveloped area is within
the Bristol/Bath Green Belt and the whole area is within the
Forest of Avon Community Forest area.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.5.6 The most characteristic feature of the landscape
is Dundry Hill which forms the highest ground surrounded
by a steep scarp leading to a lower shelf or plateau. The
land is generally flat or gently sloping except for the more
dramatic steeply sloping scarp slopes at the edge of the
Oolitic Limestone Dundry Hill and the edge of the Lias
Limestone lower plateau. The landscape is sculpted by a
series of watercourses which arise from this area including
those occupying Charlton Bottom, the valley at Queen
Charlton and numerous tributaries of the River Chew such
as those through Norton Hawkfield and Norton Malreward.
These provide the characteristically indented edge to the
character area. The evocative names of Publow Hill, Hursley
Hill, Settle Hill, Guy’s Hill, Chew Hill and Limeburn Hill
reflect the significance of the landform. The routes through
this landscape have often become eroded over time
resulting in dramatic sunken lanes.

Land-uses

7.5.7 The land is used both for pasture and cereal
production. Arable predominates in areas such as to the

13 View Towards Maes Knoll



west of Maes Knoll while pasture predominates further east
in the area north of Gibbet Lane.

7.5.8
Norton Court including a number of giant redwood trees.
Many of the parkland trees shown on the 1¢ Edition OS

There are remnants of a significant park at

map have been lost, however the park appears to be fairly
well preserved around the buildings of Norton Malreward
Court.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees
7.5.9

hedges with high species diversity; some appear quite wide
and are trimmed to an A-shape. Less frequently hedges
are unclipped such as to the south of Whitchurch. Fields

Fields are mainly enclosed by well-trimmed

are predominantly medium in size, with small and large
fields also, the large ones concentrated in the western part
of the area. The fields feature few trees. The landscape is
open in appearance with only occasional but very significant
trees within the hedges. There are also occasional scattered
small woods and tree belts. The most significant are located
within the valleys such as around Norton Hawkfield, Norton
Malreward and North Wick. Other wooded parts include
Queen Charlton and Queen Charlton Lane, beside the old
railway near New Barn Farm and the steeper slopes north
of Maes Knoll.

14 Charlton Field

Settlement and Communications

7.5.10 A network of minor roads follow the indented
valleys such as the roads through Norton Malreward, Norton
Hawkfield and North Wick or follow higher ground avoiding
the steepest slopes. Settlement generally takes the form of
isolated farms or cottages or ribbon development such as
along Gibbet Lane and at Lypiatt. It generally avoids the
highest ground though East Dundry just outside the area
exceptionally is located on higher ground on Dundry Hill.
Villages are typically located around the boundaries of the

area on or at the foot of the surrounding scarp slopes
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7.5.11
Lias Limestone, some with a painted or rendered finish,

Local buildings are traditionally constructed of

with slate or clay tiled roofs. More recent post-war ribbon
development such as in Lypiatt and Gibbet Lane has an
assortment of materials including brick, reconstituted stone
and rendering.

Landscape Characteristics

7.5.12
elevated character of the area gives extensive views taking

The landscape is open and windswept. The

in the settlements of Bristol, Keynsham, Saltford and Bath
as well as the Chew Valley and Mendip Hills. Conversely
the hills of the Dundry plateau are visible over a wide area
forming a backdrop to many views.

7.5.13
small woods or tree belts, on the skyline are typical of the

The outline of isolated trees, and more rarely

area. Two of the most significant historical features within
the area are the late prehistoric hill fort at Maes Knoll and
the Wansdyke which is a later, possibly post Roman linear
earthwork which starts at the hill fort and runs to Horsecombe
Vale to the south-west of Bath. Both these sites are
Scheduled Monuments. The fort is friangular in shape taking
advantage of the natural topography of the hill. The existing
scarp slopes were steepened and a large rampart and ditch
were built on the north-west side. There are also remnants
of medieval strip lynchets on the slopes around Maes Knoll.
There is no clear evidence about the origin or purpose of
the Wansdyke however it forms a significant feature
consisting of a substantial bank and ditch on its northern
side. This section from Maes Knoll to Cottles within the Chew
Valley character area is well preserved.

7.5.14
through this area south of Whitchurch. Its course is evident

The now disused North Somerset Railway passed

through remaining earthworks and surviving hedge
boundaries. Other landmarks include the church tower at
Norton Malreward. The deserted medieval hamlet of
Pickwick, a Scheduled Monument and its probable
successor, the 19" century Model Farm to the north of
Norton Hawkfield are of interest to this area.



7.5.15  Inthe northern part of the character area, along
Whitchurch Lane, typical urban fringe problems of damage
to gates and fences, tipping and car burning are evident in
gateways, lay-bys and passing places — the appearance
markedly contrasting with the otherwise well cared for
appearance of the character area.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.5.16  The landscape appears to be in good condition.
There has generally been little change to the landscape
structure since the 1¢ edition OS map of 1884. Rarely
larger fields have been created by hedge removal such as
to the east of Norton Malreward. Generally only a few
hedges have been removed largely to rationalise smaller
fields which were created based on the medieval strip field
system layout.

7.5.17 Changes in agriculture locally have brought
significant change. Of particular significance is the erosion
in the extent of the parkland at Norton Court. Other more
subtle changes include increasing pressure on remaining
trees through agricultural activity with little evidence of
replacement planting. There have however been some
recent areas of new tree planting which will in time form
significant features in the landscape. The construction of
large agricultural buildings and adding to existing farm
buildings is also having a significant impact on views within
the area.



Area 6: Hinton Blewett and Newion St Loe Plateau
Lands

Summary of Landscape Character

. Undulating open valley and plateau landscape

. Well trimmed hedges

. Narrow enclosed lanes/green lanes

. Rounded hills as at Farmborough Common, Priest Barrow, Nap Hill, The Sleight and Mearns Hill
. Tree lined Cam, Newton, Conygre and Corston Brooks

. Extensive areas of arable farmland

. Newton Park and other historic parks

. Small batches and other evidence of past coal mining

. Walls within and at edges of villages and hamlets

. Villages generally located within valleys

. Traditional buildings constructed of Oolitic or Lias Limestone and many houses rendered or painted
. Wansdyke - well preserved at Englishcombe

. Stantonbury Hill

. Priston Mill

. Earthworks of Culverhay Castle at Englishcombe

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Confext

Introduction

7.6.1
covering nearly 64sq km. It has a varied character marked

This is the second largest character area

by an undulating, much eroded Oolitic and Lias Limestone
plateau with tributary valleys of the River Avon and a
number of notable rounded hills. The area extends in a
south-west to north-east band across the centre of the area
from Hinton Blewett in the south-west to the edge of Bath in
the north-east. The boundaries are defined by the edge of
the plateau before it falls away except for the eastern
boundary which abuts the edge of Bath and a smalll part of
the Cotswolds Plateaux and Valleys character area. It borders
the character areas of Chew Valley, Avon Valley and Cam
and Wellow Brook Valleys to the west, north and south
respectively as well as the smaller Hollow Marsh and
Farrington Gurney Farmlands character areas.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.6.2
Lias Limestone which occupies two main areas from Hinton
Blewett o Red Hill and the area north of a line from Barrow
Vale and Farmborough through Stanton Prior to Newton

The most characteristic geological formation is

Park. It also occurs as bands from Timsbury to Priston. Lias
Clay occupies much of the remaining area where it abuts
the Lias Limestone. Mercia Mudstones also occur particularly
towards the west of the area and there is a band of Supra-
Pennant Measures from Clutton to High Littleton.

7.6.3
the area near Wilmington and from Tunley to the edge of

Oolitic Limestone outcrops towards the east of

Bath. There are also a number of more isolated outcrops
of Oolitic Limestone forming distinctive rounded hills such
as at Stantonbury Hill and Winsbury Hill.

7.6.4
is a clay found between the top of the Inferior Oolite and
the base of the Great Oolite or Forest Marble. It was extracted
commercially in Englishcombe parish.

There are notable areas of Fuller’s Earth which

7.6.5

are coal measures which are sufficiently near the surface

In the south and south east of the area there

for coal mining to have taken place at Clutton, High Littleton,
Timsbury and Tunley.

7.6.6
Oolitic Limestone and Lias Clay are shallow well-drained

The principal soils associated with the Lias and

calcareous clays and clay loams. They typically support both
cereals and grassland. Other soil types are represented
relating to changes in the geology. Reddish fine loamy or
clayey soils are found over the Mercia Mudstones to the
west of the area. Silty soils are found along a band following
the Conygre and Newton Brooks. There is a band of clayey
and fine loamy soils over clay along a narrow band over
the Supra-Pennant Measures.

Principal Planning Designations

7.6.7
Bath Green Belt. A very small part of the Bristol-Avon

The whole of the rural area is within the Bristol/

Community Forest extends into the area to the south of

Saltford.

Description
7.6.8

This area comprises an undulating mainly Lias and in part

Landform and Drainage Pattern

Oclitic Limestone plateau. It is at its highest towards the
south and south-west where it reaches 200m and at its
lowest towards the north and north-east at 80-100m. The
plateau generally rises quite sharply from the surrounding

16 Towards Newton Brook Valley
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valleys and lower-lying land. Exceptions occur at the
northern edge of the plateau, which rises gently out of the
River Avon Valley, and the eastern corner, which is almost
level with the southern end of the Cotswold plateau.

7.6.9

of overall landform, it has been very heavily eroded to

Although this is undoubtedly a plateau in terms

form a complex undulating plateau and valley landscape
with some very notable conical or rounded hills protruding
out of the plateau. Extensive, exposed, flat plateau tops are
not really characteristic and it therefore contrasts quite
strongly with the Cotswold plateau.

7.6.10
patterns. In the west around Clutton, High Littleton,

The area divides very roughly into two landform

Farmborough and Timsbury the landform is very undulating
and has the majority of the distinctive rounded hills as at
Farmborough Common, Priest Barrow, Nap Hill, The Sleight
and Mearns Hill. In the east the incised valleys of the
Conygre, Newton and Corston Brooks within the area and
the Cam Valley immediately outside the area, give rise to
two particularly distinctive wide ridge lines. The most
northerly is at Wilmington and the southerly ridge is between
Tunley and Longhouse.

7.6.11

Cam Brook and tributaries originate to the west passing

The area has two main drainage systems. The

through the Mercia mudstones before continuing their
easterly course in the Cam and Wellow Brook Valleys
character area. The Newton, Conygre and Corston Brooks
and their tributaries originate to the west and follow a
generally north-easterly course to join the River Avon west
of Bath. They generally pass through the Lias Clay.

Land-use

7.6.12
within this character area, such as around Corston,

Much of the arable land in the area is found

Wilmington and Englishcombe, forming a patchwork within
areas of grassland. Generally the arable land is on the
flatter or gently sloping plateau land whilst the grassland is
on the more undulating, steeply sloping land.

7.6.13
horse paddock around them, often fenced or sub-divided

Most of the villages have characteristic areas of
by white tape.

7.6.14
farms, which have given rise to distinct landscapes. Newton

There are several areas of parkland and estate

St Loe, Englishcombe and Kingwell Hall are examples. At
Newton St Loe, Newton Park is a grade |l registered park
designed by Capability Brown. There is @ management plan
in place here to restore the landscape.
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7.6.15
of the previous mining activities around Clutton, Temple

There is very little landscape evidence remaining

Cloud, High Littleton and Timsbury. There are a few small
batches at Clutton, east of Radford Hill and at Greyfields,
High Littleton.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees
7.6.16

except in some of the steeper valley areas. Many are ‘well[]

Field hedges are mostly regularly trimmed,

treed’ except for the more exposed plateau tops such as
south of Corston and around Hinton Blewett. The condition
of hedges and hedgerow trees is very variable with
particularly poor hedges around arable fields. There were
no survey points where particularly good hedgerow
management was noted and only two recently planted
hedges were noted, both suffering from poor establishment
management. The area features a variety of field sizes,
medium predominating, with large fields on plateaux or
gentler slopes and smaller fields on steeper slopes and
around some villages. Most fields are irregular in shape
and pattern. This is often associated with late medieval
enclosure of the open field system and in more recent times
with amalgamation of smaller fields to form more easily
worked units.

18 Kilkenny Lane

7.6.17

settlements. Wallls are typically found around the edges and

Fencing is not common except around

within villages and hamlets, for example at Stanton Prior.
Nearby at Wilmington there is a walled field boundary, the



only one in the parish of Priston, which marks the Manorial
boundary between Wilmington and Priston. This is doubly
unusual in that it contains megaliths suggesting it was already
a boundary in pre-historic times.

7.6.18

than frequent feature. Newton Park has some fine specimens

Specimen trees in fields are an occasional rather

and there are avenues at Clutton and Timsbury. Some
villages and the grounds of large old properties are
particularly ‘well-treed’ with large specimens. Newton St
Loe, Englishcombe and Timsbury are good examples.

7.6.19

area. A historical survey of Priston suggests that there was

This is not a particularly well-wooded character

much more extensive woodland in the parish in medieval
times and it is likely that the same is true throughout much
of the character area. Now the only extensive woodland
areas are Greyfield Wood to the west of High Littleton and
Stantonbury Hill Wood. Smaller woodland areas, tree belts
and copses are scattered throughout the area but do not
predominate in the landscape except around the historic
park of Newton Park. There are also trees beside the main
watercourses. This is much more a landscape of fields and
field boundaries with a generally open character except in
valleys where views are generally limited by landform and
vegetation.

Settlement and Communications

7.6.20
A39 pass north/south through the area connecting Bristol
and Bath to Wells. The A367 connecting Radstock and Bath
runs along the southern boundary for a short section to the
east of the area. There is a good network of minor roads,

There are two principal roads. The A37 and

which are often narrow and hedge lined connecting villages,
hamlets and isolated farms. Narrow hedge lined ‘green
lanes’ are also a particular feature of the area and are
often sunken as for example around Englishcombe.

7.6.21
Clutton, High Littleton, Temple Cloud, Timsbury,
Farmborough, Marksbury, Priston, Englishcombe and
Newton St Loe. Each to a greater or lesser degree forms

The principal villages include Hinton Blewett,

the hub of a number of roads, tracks and paths. The
settlements are generally located within valleys and dips
and are either nucleated around a village centre as at Clutton
and Newton St Loe or are linear in form as at Hinton Blewett
and Temple Cloud. More rarely as at Timsbury and
Marksbury settlement is located on the plateau.
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7.6.22 Most of the settlements have a core of old stone-
built buildings with modern buildings and small housing
estates added towards the edges. This occurs at Clutton,
Temple Cloud and Timsbury. The villages and hamlets
generally fit sensitively into their setting, typically with old
Lias or Oolitic Limestone buildings and more rarely
sandstone and often roofed with clay tiles. There are also
many rendered houses often white and occasionally cream
in colour. Modern barns, often of pre-formed steel, are
visible from many viewpoints and fit less harmoniously
where positioned in exposed areas.

Landscape Characteristics

7.6.23 The open undulating nature of the landscape gives
rise fo many extensive views often framed through field
openings. The Cotswold Hills and the landmark of Kelston
Round Hill, the edge of Bath and the wooded Avon and
Cam Brook Valleys are generally visible across much of
the area. Within the area there are numerous small rounded
hills such as Stantonbury Hill, Winsbury Hill, Barrow Hill,
Farmborough Common, Priest Barrow, Mearns Hill, The
Sleight, Amesbury Hill, Nap Hill, the hill north of Priston,
the hill south of Whistling Copse and Duncorn Hill. These
are important landmarks within the area. The varied
topography gives rise to interesting light and shading effects
emphasising the characteristic landform.

7.6.24 There are a number of historical features of interest
Stantonbury Hillfort, a Scheduled
Monument is dominant in the north east of the area and
the Wansdyke crosses the area from Stantonbury Hill to
Odd Down. This nationally important and enigmatic linear

within the area.

earthwork is clearly visible in sections such as at
Englishcombe and Stantonbury Hill. The earthworks of the



late medieval Culverhay Castle also survive at Englishcombe
and at Priston there is a well-preserved mill. Early Ordnance
Survey maps also show a number of quarries and lime[]
kilns and at Clutton Hill a brick-works and gravel pit. Coal
mining has also left its mark, particularly in the centre of
the area around Temple Cloud and Clutton.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.6.25 The area generally appears to be well cared
for although it has experienced considerable change
resulting from field enlargement and hedge removal. This
reflects the widespread use of the land for growing arable
crops. Often the irregular field outlines are the remaining
evidence of the medieval enclosure of the open field system,
as for example to the south-east of White Cross. In some
cases the amalgamation of fields and new hedge planting
can obscure the historical field pattern as for example to
the north of Stantonbury Hill. The impact of amalgamation
of smaller fields is particularly evident along the valleys
such as beside the Newton Brook.

7.6.26  Trees both within estate fields and within
hedgerows are characteristic of the area. Many of these
have been lost through agricultural ‘improvement’ and the
effects of Dutch elm disease. Remaining trees have typically
reached maturity and in some cases are in decline. In places
hedges have also become ‘gappy’ as a consequence of no
longer being required to contain stock.

7.6.27  Post-war development has had a significant
impact on views. Housing development at the edges of
settlements is often prominent within views and lacks the
organic and well-integrated characteristic of the original
settlement. New large farm barns are also often prominent
in views because of a combination of their size, design,
prominent location and colour.

7.6.28  In common with much of the area there has
been a dramatic loss of orchards. Around many of the
setlements where there once may have been orchards
there are now horse paddocks. Typically they stand out
because of characteristic elements such as shelters, highly
visible fencing and overgrazed or weedy surfaces.

7.6.29  Significant new tree planting has taken place in
recent years which will in time form significant features in
the landscape.
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Area 7: Hollow Marsh

Summary of Landscape Character

Geologically estuarine alluvium with Mercia Mudstones at edges of area
Grey clayey alluvial soils with reddish loamy soils on the mudstones
Wide flat/gently sloping valley floor

Drainage channels drain towards the tributary of the Cam Brook

Mainly permanent pasture with areas of arable

Late medieval enclosure of open field system

Regular rectilinear field pattern

Clipped hedges with occasional trees

Tranquil open landscape with views to neighbouring areas

Few isolated buildings in Lias Limestone

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Contfext

Introduction

7.7.1
flat area of a little over 3sq km. It is located along the

Hollow Marsh forms a secluded and generally

southern boundary of the area between the higher ground
of the Hinton Blewett and Newton St Loe Plateau Lands and
Farrington Gurney Farmlands character areas to the west
and east respectively. In terms of topography and field
pattern it has many of the characteristics of parts of the
Upper Chew and Yeo Valleys character area. The boundary
of the area is located where the land starts to rise
significantly into the slopes of the adjoining areas.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.7.2
alluvium reflecting the low-lying character of the area. This

The maijority of the area consists of estuarine

overlays the Mercia Mudstones which occur towards the
west and east of the area.

7.7.3
soil found on the alluvium of this typically flat landscape.

The main soil is a dark grey stoneless clayey

The land naturally has poor drainage and so is drained by
a series of ditches and drains. Rushes are characteristic
where drainage has become impeded. Towards the eastern
part of the area soils are reddish loamy soils which are
associated with the Mercia Mudstones.

Major Planning Designations

7.7.4 It is outside any Green Belt or AONB designation.
@ @

Description

7.7.5 Landform and Drainage Pattern

The principal characteristic is the flat to gently sloping wide
dished valley landform at 90m to 120m which rises gently
towards the west, south and east. Drainage channels join
the tributary of the Cam Brook that flows through the area
in a south-west to north-east direction.

Land-uses

7.7.6
used for rearing stock particularly on the slopes towards

The land is primarily under permanent pasture

the edges of the area. There are also significant areas of
arable land.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.7.7
small to medium sized broadly rectangular fields aligned

The area has a distinct regular field pattern with

down the slopes towards the brook. Fields are enclosed by
clipped hedges, occasionally containing trees. Much of
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the area was enclosed during the late medieval period from
the open field system. The hedge alignment often reflects
the outline of the old open field strips. The flattish landform
with numerous clipped hedges and occasional trees gives
the impression of a reasonably ‘well-treed’ landscape
despite its open character. The principal trees within the
hedgerows include oak and ash. There is a considerable
cover of woodland at Chewton, Hengrove and Eaton Woods
to the south which influences the character of the area but
it lies outside both the character area and the area of this
assessment.

20 View From Green Lane

Settlement and Communication

7.7.8
Cloud and Cameley and several isolated farms are located

The settlements of Farrington Gurney, Temple

just outside the area. There are only two farms, Brick House
Farm and Red House Farm, within the area. The buildings
in the area are traditionally constructed of white Lias
Limestone with clay tiles. Relatively recent ribbon
development has taken place along the Cameley Road near
the northern boundary and the A37 near the eastern
boundary. The only other routes within the area are
footpaths and ‘green lanes'.

Landscape characteristics

7.7.9
its open character within a flat or gently sloping bowl with

The area has a very distinct quality resulting from

views to the surrounding hills and landmarks. The name
Hollow Marsh reminds us of its historically marshy nature
and the characteristic field pattern and drainage channels
are legacies of the land drainage that occurred. It has an
isolated, tranquil and harmonious character without any
significant detracting elements. The main detractor is the
piecemeal ribbon development beside the A37 adjoining
the area.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.7.10 There has been some removal of hedges to enlarge
fields but generally the enclosed pattern of the landscape
appears to have changed very little since the 1+ edition OS
map was surveyed. There has been some loss of trees
unusually located within the fields themselves as well as
from the hedgerows. The remaining trees are typically
reaching maturity to old age. In places the hedges are



showing signs of thinning. One of the most significant
changes has been the gradual and broken ribbon
development beside the A37 which is prominent within the
context of the otherwise remote character of this area.
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Area 8: Farrington Gurney Farmlands

Summary of Landscape Character

. Gently undulating landscape

. Red soils

. Numerous minor brooks and tributaries

. Distinctive angular field pattern of late medieval enclosure

. Historical wet meadowlands along the Cam and Wellow Brook Valleys

. Historical core to settlements of Hallatrow and Farrington Gurney

. Distinct ‘treed’ setting of Farrington Gurney and Hallatrow

. Lias Limestone and Pennant Sandstone buildings with some painted and rendered houses
. Open landscape

. Views to surrounding ridges and distant churches

. Disused Farrington, Old Mills and Springfield Collieries now used for a variety of uses
. Disused North Somerset Railway passes through the area

. Distinctive local Pennant Sandstone stiles

. Many detractors such as modern barns and pylons and development at Old Mills

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Confext

Introduction

7.8.1 Farrington Gurney Farmlands character area
is a little over 5sq km located towards the centre of the
southern boundary of the area. It is a gently undulating
landscape linking the upper reaches of the Cam Brook to
the north, and Wellow Brook to the south. It is bounded by
the Hollow Marsh, Hinton Blewett and Newton St Loe Plateau
Lands, the Cam and Wellow Brook Valleys and the Paulton
and Peasedown St John Ridge character areas.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.8.2 Mercia Mudstones are the main geological
outcrop found throughout the area except for the north
central section south of Hallatrow. The Mercia Mudstones
consist of red siltstone and mudstone of the Triassic desert
basins resulting in the underlying characteristic of the gently
rolling valley landscape. The central northern section south
of Hallatrow consists of Supra-Pennant Measures which
includes the upper coal measures and outcrops of sandstone.

7.8.3 The soils are generally reddish and are loamy
and more rarely clayey in nature. The reddish soils are
mainly found in association with the Mercia Mudstones.
Major Planning Designations

7.8.4 It is outside any Green Belt or AONB
designation.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.8.5 The area is crossed by tributaries of the Cam

Brook, which flows through the northern part of the site
and tributaries of the Wellow Brook towards the southern
part of the area. This drainage pattern has given rise to its
distinctive gently undulating character.

Land-uses
7.8.6 The land is used both for pasture and arable.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.8.7 There is a roughly equal mix of small and
medium sized fields, typically angular and irregular in form.
They are generally enclosed by clipped hedges generally
with few trees. There are very few trees or woods within
the area. Most trees are located along the watercourses
and at the edges of the settlements. Enclosure took place
during the late medieval period as evidenced by the
remaining pattern of relatively small regular and often
rectilinear fields. The enclosed areas of rich, wet grassland
along the Cam and Wellow Brook Valleys are also of
particular note. Historically these areas of meadowland
provided early seasonal growth of grass.

Settlement and Communications

7.8.8 Farrington Gurney and Hallatrow are the main
settlements in the area. The older cores of the settlements
were linear in form but each has been extended around
the edges during the 20™ century. Paulton abuts the area to
the east. Elsewhere there are occasional isolated farms.
The traditional buildings are of Lias Limestone with clay file
roofs. Cream coloured rendering and Pennant Sandstone
is also evident. Farrington Gurney church, an important
landmark, is constructed of both Pennant Sandstone and
Lias Limestone. The main settlements of Farrington Gurney
and Hallatrow are both set within a ‘well-treed’ setting.

21 View Across Farmland



7.8.9 Three major routes radiate from Farrington
Gurney including the A39 Glastonbury to Bath Road, the
A37 Shepton Mallet to Bristol Road and the A362 running
eastwards to Midsomer Norton and Radstock. There is also
a secondary road to Paulton.
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22 View from Paulton Road

Landscape Characteristics

7.8.10
some long distance views for example to the churches at

The landscape has an open character giving

Ston Easton and Chilcompton and Downside Abbey.
Otherwise views are typically contained by surrounding
ridges that are often clothed with hedges with occasional
trees and broken lines of trees.

7.8.11
within the area. Of particular note is the widely visible and
distinct conical shape of the Old Mills batch with its generally
unvegetated surface. There are at least three disused

The relicts of the industrial past are very evident

collieries in the area, which have subsequently been
developed for light industry, a depot and a superstore. The
buildings and associated features are widely visible as a
result of the scale of the developments. The line of the
North Somerset Railway that once crossed the area is now
evident from scrub along its course and its gently curved
alignment that now forms field boundaries. Pennant
Sandstone was locally available and was used to make the
curved stones of the distinctive local stiles.
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7.8.12
landscape such as pylons, modern barns and commercial

There are several detracting elements within the

development at the edge of the settlements which dominate
some views info and within the area.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.8.13
cohesive character with a wealth of features such as

In places the landscape has a distinct and

characteristically curved Pennant Sandstone stiles and locall
landmarks such as Farrington Gurney church. There has
however been significant loss of hedges since the 1+ edition
OS map through amalgamation of smaller fields. There
has also been a parallel loss of larger trees both within
hedges and within fields. Part of the loss can be attributed
to Dutch elm disease which has affected elm trees since
the late nineteen sixties. The combination of various changes
and the presence of detracting elements have in places
resulted in erosion of the cohesive and distinct character of
the landscape.

7.8.14
typically used for depots and light industry which are often

The disused collieries within the area are now

visible over a wide area. The North Somerset Railway, which
was important for coal mining in the area, is now disused.



Area 9: Stockwood Vale

Summary of Landscape Character

. Oolitic Limestone of adjoining higher ground gives way to clay and shales on the valley sides and mudstones on
the valley floor

. Generally clayey soils with shallow better drained soils on upper slopes
. Two relatively narrow and steeply sloping valleys

. Tributaries of the River Avon flow in a north-easterly direction

. Land mainly grassland with some ‘horsiculture’ and horticulture

. Generally unclipped hedges except beside roads

. Trees within hedges and bordering the streams

. Woods and some scrub on upper slopes

. Generally tranquil valley floors

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Contfext

7.9.1
Stockwood Vale is one of the smaller character areas at

Introduction

just under 2sq km. It consists of two tributary valleys of the
River Avon bounded by development at Stockwood to the
west and Keynsham to the east. The area borders the higher
ground of the Dundry Plateau character area to the west,
south and east and Hicks Gate and the Avon Valley character
areas to the north. The boundary is generally defined by
the top of the valley slopes where they merge into adjoining
plateaux except to the north where it borders the Avon
Valley.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.9.2
which occupy most of the valley floor and sides. These

The main formation is the Mercia Mudstones,

originated in the Triassic desert basins. Lias Limestone of
the Jurassic period is found on the higher ground continuous
with the Lias Limestone of the neighbouring Hicks Gate
and Dundry Plateau character areas. The other main
formation within the area is the Penarth Group which
consists of a band of clays and shale between the Lias
Limestone and the Mercia Mudstones. It is prone to landslips
where it is overlain by limestone. Alluvium is found along
the valley floor within a narrow band beside the tributaries
that flow through the valleys.

7.9.3
the valleys over the Mercia Mudstones they are reddish in

The soils across the area are clayey. Within

colour and slowly permeable, favouring grassland. On the
upper slopes over limestones they are shallow and better
drained and are therefore suitable for cereals as well as
grassland.

Major Planning Designations

7.9.4 The whole of the undeveloped area is within
the Bristol/Bath Green Belt and the whole area is within the
Forest of Avon Community Forest.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.9.5
sloping rounding off at the base and top of slopes. The

The valleys are relatively narrow and steeply

valley floors are more gently sloping and become wider
towards the northern end. The land ranges in height from
15m at the northern end to 88m at the far south-western
end. Both valleys are occupied by tributaries of the River
Avon, which flow in a north-easterly direction. They join
the River Avon to the north of Keynsham.
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Land-uses
7.9.6

hay or silage production. Many of the fields are used as

The land is primarily used for pasture and for

horse paddocks reflecting the proximity of the area to
nearby settlements at Keynsham and Stockwood. Part
towards the north of the area is used for horticulture.

24 View towards Keynsham

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.9.7
enclosed by unclipped hedges of hazel, hawthorn, blackthorn

Fields are predominantly small, or medium sized

and field maple with many trees. Hedges beside the roads
through the area however are generally frimmed. In some
parts scrub is characteristic of the grassland. The fields are
typically angular and irregular in shape. Enclosure appears
to have taken place in a variety of ways and at different
times. At the western part fields were enclosed from open
heathland in the medieval period or later. The valley sides
were enclosed for cultivation during the latter Middle Ages.
The valley floors were enclosed in the Middle Ages or earlier
for pasture to provide grass early in the year.

7.9.8 The streams through the valleys are bordered
by trees. Elsewhere there are a number of small woods,
such as Wood Covert at Stockwood Vale, and scrubland on
the upper slopes.

Settlement and Communications

7.9.9
bounded by Stockwood, Queen Charlton and Keynsham.

The two valleys have an isolated character

Minor routes are concentrated at the northern end with
routes to Stockwood, Keynsham and links to the A4.
Otherwise there is just one minor road, which runs along
the valley floor at Charlton Bottom. There is one byway
and a network of footpaths, which both cross and follow
the valleys including ones linking Whitchurch and Charlton
Bottom with Keynsham and Queen Charlton. Dwellings are
located beside the roads particularly along Charlton Bottom/
Stockwood Vale. Many of these are suburban in character
reflected for example in the diversity and individual styles
of front garden enclosures and gateways. Farms are
typically located on the upper slopes outside this area.



25 View along Charlton Bottom

Landscape Characteristics

7.9.10  The landscape generally has an open character
with views across the valleys. Longer views, however, are
contained by the ridges and adjoining plateaux. Views to
the skyline are therefore important incorporating tall hedges
often with dead or dying elm trees and in places the urban
edge of Keynsham and Stockwood. Locally the character
can be quite enclosed for example within the lanes, byways
and smaller fields. The more intimate valley bottoms are
relatively tranquil though noise from activities occurring
around the urban fringes occasionally intrude into the area

Landscape Change and Condition

7.9.11 The area is subject to a number of diverse pressures
for change. Some hedge and tree removal has taken place
particularly on the slopes to enlarge fields to suit modern
agricultural practices. This was largely halted towards the
end of the 20" century. Over this period there has also
been a small increase in woodland such as Wood Covert
on land that was previously farmed in the latter 19" century.
Over the same period the expansion of Stockwood to the
west and the westward expansion of Keynsham to the east
has resulted in intrusion into some views and increased
urban fringe pressures. This has most recently been evident
in the use of several fields as horse paddocks with associated
features such as post and rail fencing and field shelters.
The golf course in the adjacent Hick’s Gate character area
influences the character of this area being prominent in
some views. Since the late 1960’s Dutch elm disease has
had a significant effect through loss of prominent trees and
the ongoing infection resulting in dead and dying elm trees
within many of the hedgerows. There is also a tendency
towards suburbanisation evident in personalisation of
property frontages without reference to local traditions or
materials.
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Area 10: Hicks Gate

Summary of Landscape Character

Lias Limestone on ridge line and Mercia Mudstones on the lower land

Low ridge forms backbone to area with slopes down to the Avon Valley and Stockwood Vale
Urban fringe elements such as golf course, ‘horsiculture’, and presence of litter

A diverse and discordant landscape heavily influenced by busy roads and adjacent urban areas
Small or medium sized fields of irregular shape surrounded by hedges of varying condition
Hedges generally frimmed on higher ground and unclipped on lower slopes

Open landscape with broad views to distant areas

Very little woodland

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Introduction

7.10.1
km is located at the far north-western edge of the area. It

This small character area covering just 1.8sq

consists of rising ground and a ridge above Stockwood Vale
and the Avon Valley. It is heavily influenced by the built up
areas of Keynsham and Bristol and the A4 trunk road that
connects the two and contains many features typical of urban
fringe landscapes. It adjoins the character areas of
Stockwood Vale to the south, Avon Valley to the east and
the Bickley Wood Gorge to the north.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.10.2
layer of Lower Lias Clay but most of the area of the ridges

The highest part of the ridge is topped with a

is Blue Lias Limestone. This is the stone most commonly
used for building in the area and has a distinctive dark
grey-blue colour. This limestone band sits on top of a belt
of Penarth Group clays and shales that run around the
slopes of the ridge. The lowest part of the area consists of
Mercia Mudstones that extend south into Charlton Bottom
and north into the Avon Valley.

7.10.3
Clay are shallow, brashy, calcareous clays that are freely

The soils of the Blue Lias Limestone and the Lias

draining. They support arable farming on the areas above
the Blue Lias and more pastoral farming on the Lias Clays
that tend to be less freely draining. The soils of the Penarth
Group clays and shales are non-calcareous clays and tend
to be slowly permeable. They support mainly permanent
and short-term pasture. The Mercia Mudstones give rise to
a thick reddish coloured slowly permeable clayey soil. Here
the farming is pastoral, both short term and permanent.

Major Planning Designations

7.10.4  The whole of the undeveloped area is within
the Bristol/Bath Green Belt and the whole area is within the
Forest of Avon Community Forest.

Description

Landform and Drainage

7.10.5
in an east-north-easterly direction from Stockwood at the

The principal feature is a low ridge which extends

western boundary of the area. The area incorporates the
slopes of the western part of the Avon Valley and the upper
slopes of Stockwood Vale. The lowest point is 20m at the
eastern end and rises to 80m at the western end.

7.10.6
edge of the area along Scotland Bottom and continues past

A tributary of the River Avon passes along the
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Hicks Gate to join the Avon at the eastern end of the area.

Land-uses

7.10.7
the south of the lane leading to Stockwood. The remainder

Part of the area is taken up by a golf course to

is mainly arable and pastoral farmland with arable and
grassland on the ridge top and grassland on the lower
slopes. Some of the land around Oakleaze Farm is used
for horses. There is also a horticultural business to the north
of the lane.

26 View towards Hicks Gate

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.10.8
sized fields. They are mostly of an irregular pattern and

This area features a mix of small and medium

are nearly always bounded by hedges. The hedges on the
higher ground tend to be well clipped to about 1.5-2.0m
in height. On the lower slopes by contrast the hedges are
taller. Most of these hedges are reinforced by post and
wire fencing. The golf course still retains the original
hedgerow lines but much has been removed to allow for
the fairways and greens.

7.10.9
relatively few hedgerow trees and this creates a very open

There is very litlle woodland in the area and

landscape. The woodland is narrow and little more than a
very thick hedgerow, however it does help to create structure
in the landscape. The golf course has supplemented the
existing vegetation with ornamental trees and shrubs and
some new tree planting on the periphery of the course.

Settlement and Communications

7.10.10 There are pockets of settlement and other varied
buildings including offices at Durley Park and a small
industrial estate on the flatter land beside the River Avon,
accessed via a single-track road. There are also isolated
farms and groups of properties at Stockwood Farm,
Ockleaze Farm and Hicks Gate and wooden club buildings
at the golf course. Stockwood Farm has recently been
converted info a number of separate dwellings. The buildings
of Stockwood Farm date back to the 19" century.
Ocakleaze Farm is post 1881.



7.10.11 The area is crossed by the busy and widely
visible A4 Bristol to Bath trunk road, the A4175 linking to
Keynsham and the A4174 Bristol ring road. They meet at
a large roundabout junction at Hicks Gate. The only other
road through the area is a lane along the ridge line
connecting Keynsham to Stockwood and Whitchurch on the
outskirts of Bristol. It is a narrow and generally straight lane
with occasional twists. It has a mature hedge on both sides.
There are also a number of public rights of way to the
north of the area towards the Avon Valley.

Landscape Characteristics

7.10.12
views taking in other character areas such as the Hinton
Blewett and Newton St Loe Plateau Lands, the Cotswolds
Plateaux and Valleys and the Chew Valley. There are also

The landscape is very open with extensive

views to the harsh urban edge at Keynsham.

7.10.13
traffic from the A4 trunk road which is also very visible.

The area is dominated by the sound of heavy

Visible too is the main Bristol to London railway line and the
frequent aircraft using Bristol Airport. The golf course is
prominent because of the artificial mounding, tall fencing,
bunkers and the bright fresh green colour of the highly
manicured fairways and green. Horse grazing around
Oakleaze Farm has resulted in the characteristic features
of ‘horsiculture’ such as fencing around paddocks. The
narrow lane east of Stockwood is well used by car traffic
and there are significant amounts of litter in the road verges.
The influence of the urban edge is felt throughout much of
the area both from the discordant assortment of uses, the
presence of litter and views across to the urban edge.

27  View from Stockwood Lane

Landscape Change and Condition

7.10.14
field and hedgerow pattern since the st edition OS map.

There has been relatively little change in the

In the northern part only a small amount of hedge has
been removed and all of the woodland has developed since
then. The number of hedgerow trees has declined
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dramatically. Dutch elm disease has left a legacy of many
dead or dying trees within the hedgerows. Stockwood Farm
had two large orchards which no longer exist and more
recently the farm buildings have been converted to a
number of dwellings.

7.10.15
has been the creation of the golf course from farmland. It

The most obvious change in the recent past

has meant the removal of sections of hedgerow and the
creation of a landscape that is more formal and manicured
than the previous one. The fairways and greens tend to be
a bright green. Tall fencing and in some cases the bunkers
are discordant elements and the ornamental trees are
arranged in smaller clumps that do not fit with the original
grain of the area. The agricultural land to the north is
generally well maintained. The pasture on the highest part
of the slopes is used mainly for grazing horses and has
become visually discordant.

7.10.16
helped maintain the open countryside but inevitably the

The designation as Green Belt has clearly

two large adjacent urban areas are a significant influence.
‘Horsiculture’ and golf are examples of land uses of these
urban fringe influences.



Area 11: Bickley Wood Gorge

Summary of Landscape Character

. Sheer gorge-like rock face and steeper valley sides to west becoming broader and shallower eastwards
. Flat river margins along central section

. Railway with multi-arched red brick support crosses western end of area and tunnel at western end

. Woodland on steep slopes and pasture on lower gentle slopes

. Few hedges, no longer stockproof

. Sandstone retaining walls along part of river bank

. Visible outcrops of Pennant Sandstone along valley sides

. The A4174 crosses the valley locally introducing noise into otherwise tranquil landscape

. Pylons to south of area dominate from certain viewpoints

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3

59



Contfext

Introduction

7.11.1  Thisisthe smallest of the character areas at 1.6
km long by 0.2 km at its widest point. It is characterised by
the indented gently to steeply sloping hillsides, or sheer
cliff, which form a small straight narrow valley of the River
Avon cut into an undulating pennant sandstone plateau. It
is located in the extreme north-west of the area south of
Hanham. It forms part of a more extensive area beyond
the River Avon to the north and to the east including Cleeve
Wood and the wooded gorge within the Bristol City boundary
to the north-west. The boundary fo the south is located where
the top of the wooded slopes meets with the pastoral land
on the undulating plateau landscape of the Hicks Gate
character area.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.11.2
Pennant Sandstone through which the River Avon passes in

The characteristic geological formation is

a gorge. The course of the River Avon developed on
younger rocks that have subsequently been eroded. This
would explain why the river now takes this apparently
unlikely course through the hard sandstone. More recent
alluvium occupies the narrow floodplain through the area.

Principal Planning Designations

7.11.3  The whole of the undeveloped area is within
the Bristol/Bath Green Belt and the whole area is within the
Forest of Avon Community Forest.

Description
Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.11.4
narrow valley containing the River Avon. It varies in profile

This area comprises the north facing side of a

along the length of the character area. The land rises from
a level of 10m adjacent to the river up to 50m at the top of
the sheer rock face at the southern edge of the character
area. The valley is gorge-like at the western end, featuring
a sheer rock face and steeper valley side and becomes
broader and shallower eastwards where it meets the River
Avon flood plain. The railway cuts diagonally through the
western end of the area at a point where the landform
drops from the dramatic cliff face to moderate slopes. The
shelved appearance of the lower landform at the western
end has been created to accommodate the railway line at
the required grade. The shallow to moderate slopes are
undulating and indented by small dry valleys. Some of the
characteristically indented landform of the hillside results
from periods of quarrying in the past. Mid-way along the
character area a very narrow flat margin at the river edge
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broadens out before narrowing again at the eastern end
where it is contained between the steep but low valley side

and the River Avon and floodplain.
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28 River Avon to Bickley Wood

Land-uses

7.11.5
covered in woodland. Fields on the gentler slopes down to

The steeper parts of the character area are

the river edge are used for grazing. A wider margin at the
river edge on the eastern half is owned by British Waterways
Board who have a building adjacent to the lock. Part of this
neglected pasture is used for ad hoc storage of materials.
The valley historically provided a source of pennant stone
that was used in building and was conveniently located for
transporting it along the river.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.11.6
cover. lts character varies throughout the area. The steeper

The maijority of the area is under woodland

western half comprises a mix of young and middle aged
trees; the gentler slopes contain scrub and small trees with
occasional large mature to over mature oaks. The
predominant species is ash and other deciduous trees
include oak and beech. No evergreen trees were noted.
Towards the west of the area Fox’s Woods is registered as
ancient semi-natural woodland.

7.11.7
an unmanaged hedge that is no longer stock-proof. Scrub

The fields are bounded on the northern side by

is colonising the pasture and the sloping grassed areas west
of the road-bridge. Some significant lengths of a dry
sandstone wall are evident at the base of the slopes of the
middle part of the character area, becoming less evident
further eastwards. Parts of the river edge have also been
retained by local sandstone retaining walls. The small and
irregularly shaped fields originate from the 17" century
enclosure of medieval deer parks for cultivation.

Settlement and Communications

7.11.8  Until the construction of the A4174 in recent
years this character area was quite isolated from the road
network. A single track ‘no through road’ at Durley Park



that passes under the A4 and railway ended at the eastern
end of the character area. There is no public vehicular
access info the area. Access is limited to private moorings
and to British Waterways Board who are responsible for
the lock. Farm access appears to be from the small industrial
area adjacent to Chandos Lodge at the end of Durley Park.
The A4174 spans the valley and allows glimpses of the
dramatic gorge and the more open landscape of the River
Avon to the east. The design of the bridge is simple. The
horizontal section and the supports are fairly slender so the
structure is not overly dominant and an open view is
maintained along the valley beneath the bridge. Public rights
of way within the character area are limited to a footpath
entering at the eastern end of the area by the river and
some 200 metres along the riverside rising up the hillside
and out of the area again.

7.11.9
cuts diagonally through the western end of the character

The main railway line from London to Bristol

area between the sheer rock face and the lower land, and
then follows the alignment of the river supported by a multi-
arched red brick bridge. 300 metres from the boundary it
enters a tunnel. Trains are fairly regular, but they do not
detract from the tranquil experience of the valley, and apart
from the bridge, which is an interesting and distinct feature,
other railway paraphernalia is generally not visible from
public rights of way.

7.11.10 The only building within the character area is
the British Waterways Board building at the lock. The wider
area is rural, surrounded by Keynsham and the suburbs of
Bristol and features clusters of traditional buildings, scattered
farms and large properties, converted to nursing homes or
offices. Traditional buildings are mainly constructed in the
local Pennant Sandstone with red clay roof tiles. Some
buildings have been rendered. The road-bridge is
constructed in concrete, however part of the steep banks
beneath the bridge have been surfaced using the local stone.

29 Towards Hanham Lock

Landscape Characteristics

7.11.11 The dramatic hanging woods of the gorge, the
rock outcrops and features along the riverside such as the
small seftlement at Hanham Weir and evidence of the mill
including a lock and other former industrial associations
create a very strong sense of place to this character area.
Public rights of way on the north bank close to river level
and at varying heights within the woodland afford
characteristic views of the River Avon and its dramatic
woodland setting. The brick arched railway support at the
river edge is an interesting feature within the wooded valley
landscape. Large pylons just within the adjacent character
area to the south are discordant elements in the landscape
when seen from the higher level paths, but are less so
from viewpoints lower within the valley where trees
dominate the views and partly screen the structures.

7.11.12 The landform combined with meanders in the
river and woodland valley sides creates a strong sense of
enclosure across much of the character area. As the valley
broadens the views become more extensive across the
floodplain to the Cotswold hills in the distance. The A4174
Bristol Ring Road has brought traffic noise to the areq,
however the general impression is that it does not detract
from the tranquil experience enjoyed from public footpaths
at the river edge and within the woodland on the north side
of the river, a major recreational route in the area.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.11.14 The area has had periods of intense quarrying
activity in the past. The scars have now healed over with
woodland cover. The landscape generally appears to be in
good condition although in detail there are signs of neglect.
Throughout the western end of the character area, skyline
trees are prominent, but they appear sparse and rather
neglected. None of the wooded areas appear to be under
management and ivy can be seen extending close to the
tops of the tree canopies. Some of the pasture is being
invaded with scrub and some of the hedges are ‘gappy’
and no longer stockproof.



Area 12: Cam and Wellow Brook Valleys

Summary of Landscape Character

Moderately wide and steep river valleys, striking landform
Undulating valley sides

Freely meandering brooks across the floodplains

Arable and pastoral land cover in roughly equal measure
Small or medium size irregular fields

Building materials traditionally Oolitic Limestone to the east of the area and Lias Limestone towards the west with
red clay tiles or slate

Frequent woods, large and small, especially at the top of slopes

Hedges, clipped and unclipped, are very common with frequent hedgerow trees

Thick lines of trees follow both the brooks

Roads follow valley floor and others rise up valley sides connecting to farms and settlements
Small villages in the valleys

Farms and isolated houses on the slopes

A well-preserved section of the Fosse Way Roman road

Disused railway, line of the Somersetshire Coal Canal and batches provide evidence of the past importance of the
area for coal mining

Pill-boxes and tank traps near Shoscombe Vale and Stony Littleton provide evidence of second world war anti[]
tank defences

Valley has intimate enclosed character provided by topography, trees within hedges and tree belts along brook
and field boundaries

Open upper slopes

Generally has a quiet and peaceful quality away from major road corridors

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Location of Area

7.12.1  The Cam and Wellow Brook Valleys is one of
the larger character areas at approximately 30sq km. It
consists of the river valleys of the Cam and Wellow Brooks,
which run from west to east. They are separated by the
Paulton and Peasedown St John Ridge character area. The
brooks merge at Midford to become the Midford Brook.
This then flows into the Avon at Monkton Combe near the
Dundas Aqueduct, within the Bathford and Limpley Stoke
character area. The Wellow Valley section starts to the north
of Midsomer Norton with Welton Vale and Clandown Bottom
and re-emerges to the east of the built up area of Radstock
while the Cam Valley section starts further west to the north
of Paulton. The higher ground of the Hinton Blewett and
Newton St Loe Plateau Lands and Cotswolds Plateaux and
Valleys character areas are found to the north and the
Hinton Charterhouse and Baggridge Plateaux character
area is to the south. The boundaries of the area generally
follow the top of the valley sides before they level off or
merge with the adjoining plateau landscape.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.12.2
Jurassic period. Oolitic and Lias Limestone occurs at the

The underlying geology is principally from the

top of the valley sides. Midford Sands are found locally
below this in the Combe Hay to Midford area. Lias Clay
and Limestone and clay and shales of the Penarth Group
are found generally on the valley sides. Fuller’s Earth occurs
locally between the Inferior and Great Oolite and was mined
commercially at Wellow, South Stoke, Combe Hay and
Dunkerton. Older outcrops of the Triassic period particularly
Mercia Mudstones are found along the upper reaches of
each brook. There is a narrow band of more recent
alluvium alongside the brooks.

7.12.3
Oolitic Limestones are thin brashy calcareous clays. They

The soils above the Upper Lias and Inferior

support short term or permanent pasture, though on the
more gentle slopes some arable is found. In the base of
the valleys the soils are slowly permeable silts and loams.
These can be waterlogged and support mainly permanent
pasture.

Major Planning Designations

7.12.4  The eastern part including Combe Hay and

Wellow lies within the Cotswold AONB. The Bristol/Bath
Green Belt extends further west towards Peasedown St John
and beyond around to the north of the village.

31 Upper Radford

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.12.5
The Oolitic Limestone has generally given rise to steeper

The valleys are both moderately steep and wide.

upper slopes and the Lias Clays to the more gentle slopes.
The sides of the valleys are rounded and undulating through
both erosion and occasional slippage due to the softer clays.
Many springs issue from the valley sides. The resultant
streams are often lined with trees. The junction of the valley
sides with the base is usually gentle and rounded and the
valley floors are narrow but flat with the brooks meandering
freely across their flood plain. The brooks are quite deep
in places and they frequently have steep sides, which was
taken advantage of in making anti-tank defences along the
Wellow Brook in 1940. The valleys range in height from
the lowest point near Midford at 30m to high points of
146m north of Dunkerton and 156m north of Combe Hay.

30 View across Wellow Brook Valley



Land-uses

7.12.6
term and permanent pasture. There is generally an equal

The land-use is a mixture of arable and short

proportion of arable to pasture. The arable tends to be in
localised blocks on the more gentle slopes where soil
conditions are better. Conversely the pasture is on the
steeper slopes and poorer soils.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.12.7  Fields are of small and medium size and
irregularly shaped, larger ones located on higher less steep
slopes are more regular in shape. Hedges are the dominant
boundary and these may be low and clipped or tall and
quite mature. Added to this are frequent hedgerow trees,
belts of trees and, most significantly, thick lines of trees that
follow the brooks for much of their length. This tree pattern

produces an enclosing effect within much of the valleys.

7.12.8
especially on the steeper slopes such as Underdown,

There is a significant amount of woodland

Cleaves and Hang Woods, which are registered as ancient
semi-natural woodland. The woods sometimes extend down
to the valley bottom. The woodlands are either deciduous
or mixed plantations and they vary considerably in size
from less than 0.5ha. to Cleaves Wood at over 20ha. They
are varied in form from small and regular to large and
irregular or compact and linear. The old coal batches are
generally covered in mixed plantations with much sycamore
and Scots pine.

Settlement and Communications

7.12.9
diverse. Villages generally follow the valley floors.

The settlement pattern is quite dense and

Camerton, Dunkerton, Combe Hay and Midford are located
in the Cam Valley and Shoscombe, Stony Littleton and
Wellow are located in the Wellow Valley. The village of
South Stoke is a notable exception located on the upper
slopes of the Cam Valley and it extends beyond the character
area boundary to the plateau forming the southern outlier
of the Cotswold Plateau and Valleys Character Area. Mills
and their associated features are also an important part of
the landscape. There are also smaller hamlets and individual
farms and houses that are more isolated and generally
higher up the slopes. The urban areas of Midsomer Norton
and Radstock are adjoining and are widely visible from the
character area. Though they are outside the area of the
landscape assessment they are closely connected with this
area. They developed along the valleys where coal was
mined and the valleys accommodated the associated works
and railways, which serviced the coal mines. The
predominant building material of this area is Oolitic or white
Lias Limestone, mainly to the east and west of the area
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respectively, with a small number of properties in a rendered
finish. Limestone walls within and at the edge of settlements
are characteristic. Roofs are predominantly red clay tiles
with some slate, and fewer with concrete tiles, usually on
more modern buildings. The traditional farm buildings are
of Oolitic or white Lias Limestone, and the modern ones
noted are constructed in asbestos or concrete.

32 Combe Hay

7.12.10 The principal road is the A367 Bath to Radstock
road that crosses the Cam Brook Valley. There is a road
that links all the valley bottom villages in each valley but
they do not connect at Midford, the road east from Wellow
runs up the slope and to Hinton Charterhouse. Other roads
connect the valley road to the surrounding higher villages
and these usually run straight up the valley sides in deep-
set cuttings resulting in characteristic sunken lanes and old
hedge banks. With tall hedges on either side these minor
roads are very enclosed and concealed. Part of the disused
railway line is now part of the long distance footpath, the
Limestone Link. This route runs the entire length of the
Cam Valley to Midford. The intimate character of the
landscape and the many features of interest make this area
a popular area for walking, riding and cycling.

Landscape Characteristics

7.12.11
of the area. They are both relatively small rivers that are

The Cam and Wellow brooks are the key features

deeply set into the valley floor with high banks. They
meander freely and are generally lined with alder and
willow trees. Oak and ash are also often present. Views
are mostly contained within the valley by the taller hedges,
the trees lining the brooks and the undulating landform.
The upper slopes are generally quite open, giving views of
the strong valley landform while in places, such as the
Combe Hay area, the wooded skyline is an important
characteristic.

7.12.12 The field pattern reflects medieval settlement
with the brook sides having early or pre-medieval



characteristics and the upper slope of a later and post
medieval one. Earthworks around All Saint’s Church,
Dunkerton are an example of a shrunken medieval village
which has survived within later enclosed land and good
examples of medieval fields can be seen around Radford.
There is a well-preserved section of the Fosse Way Roman
road through Dunkerton parish. The dominant features
however are the remnants of the coal mining industry from
the 18"-20" centuries. In both valleys there are frequent
shafts and batches together with the remains of the railway
and tram lines that connected the mines to the Avon Valley.
Remains of the Somersetshire Coal Canal are also significant
reminders of this coal mining history. Midford Aqueduct at
Midford is a powerful architectural survival of this canal
that is still a significant feature today. Stone mining and
Fuller’s Earth extraction were also carried out in the
Southstoke/Midford area and an example of a 19" century
Fuller’s Earth processing plant survives in Combe Hay parish,
near Odd Down. The villages along the valleys housed the
workers in coal mining and associated employment. The
line of the Wellow Brook was part of Stop Line Green; an
anti-tank defence line set up to protect Bristol during the
Second World War. There are the remains of pill-boxes
and tank traps near Shoscombe Vale and Stony Littleton
constructed as part of this defence.

7.12.13 The valley generally has a peaceful, tranquil

quality. This is disturbed along the major road corridors
such as the A367.

33 Stile and Gate at Writhlington

Landscape Change and Condition

7.12.14 The most dramatic change of the past 100 years
has been due to the end of coal mining in the area. Once
quite industrial areas have gradually reverted back to a

more rural and wilder state. This is particularly apparent
along the railway lines where thickets of sycamore and
blackthorn scrub have developed in many places.

7.12.15 There has been relatively little in the way of more
recent development but changes in agricultural practice
have left a less manicured landscape. Consequently the
condition of the landscape may be regarded as rather
unkempt in places but this has given it a wilder and more
‘natural’ quality. There is occasional evidence of work being
carried out fo enhance the long-term health of the hedges
such as hedge-laying carried out at Upper Radford.

7.12.16 Where arable farming is more intense the
landscape is more open and managed but nowhere is the
landscape in poor condition. There has been significant
hedgerow removal in many parts of the area but most
noticeably on the upper northern slopes of the Cam Valley
and where arable farming is mostly practised. Where this
has occurred on the upper slopes of the valleys it has
effectively opened up the landscape giving wide views across
and along the valleys. A much more enclosed and intimate
landscape is experienced on the lower slopes and valley
floors where there are plenty of trees and hedges. However
even on the valley floors there has been some
amalgamation of smaller pastoral fields. On the steeper
more wooded slopes the fields and hedges are much as
they were in 1884.

7.12.17 The impact of Dutch elm disease has also had a
significant effect in reducing the number of hedgerow trees
and giving some hedgerows a rather unkempt look due to
the number of dead or dying elm suckers. The amount of
woodland cover however has generally increased, with
many woods being larger than in 1884 and with some
new ones developing partly as a result of changes in
management of the land. There has been a large reduction
in the amount of orchard. Wellow in particular had extensive
areas under orchard. Some, near to the village centre have
been built upon while many further away and on farms
have been grubbed up.



Area 13: Paulion and Peasedown St John Ridge

Summary of Landscape Character

Afairly flat limestone plateau/ridge with gentle undulations

Shallow well-drained clay soils on higher ground

Most farmland is arable with more grassland in the western part

Open landscape with wide views to surrounding areas

Fields usually enclosed by low clipped hedges

Unclipped hedges though less common are found more towards the west of the area
Large fields that are regular in shape

Infrequent small woodlands that are often regularly shaped

Woodland on batches often containing a proportion of coniferous trees

Small roads that run along the ridge or straight across it

Fosse Way runs diagonally across the ridge

Large prominent villages of Peasedown St John and Paulton with coal mining history
20" century expansion of Peasedown St John and Paulton widely visible

19" century farms often with prominent modern buildings

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Confext

Location of Area

7.13.1  The Paulton and Peasedown St John Ridge
character area is nearly 17 sq km in area. It includes Paulton
at the western end, Peasedown St John near the middle
and Upper and Middle Twinhoe at the eastern end. It is
about 2 km across at its widest point near Peasedown St
John. It is a limestone ridge that separates the Cam and
Wellow Brook Valleys character area and also abuts the
Farrington Gurney Farmlands character area at the
western end. The boundary is typically defined as the top
of the adjoining valley sides.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.13.2
To the east of Peasedown St John greater Oolitic Limestone

Geologically the area can be divided into two.

forms the capping layer giving way to bands of limestone
and Fuller’s Earth on the lower slopes. Below the Fuller’s
Earth there is a band of inferior Oolitic Limestone which
comes to the surface on the edge of the ridge. To the west
of Peasedown St John the capping geology consists of
inferior Oolitic Limestone which is above upper Lias Clay
followed by Lias Limestones and clays and shales of the
Penarth Group.

7.13.3  The soils are generally shallow, well-drained,
calcareous brashy clays. Where the Fuller’s Earth and Lias
Clays are found they are more slowly draining and thicker
though still calcareous in nature with patches of brashy
material. On both soil types cereal crops and permanent
or short-term pasture is common.

7.13.4  Principal Planning Designations
The extreme eastern section is within the Cotswold AONB
eastwards from Bath Hill between Wellow and Combe Hay.

The Bristol/Bath Green Belt includes the eastern part of the
area eastwards from Peasedown St John.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.13.5
relatively flat plateau with shallow undulations. It ranges in
height from about 100 m to high points of 164 m at
Camerton Farm and 168 m at White Ox Mead Knoll. The
area is above the spring line of the ridge and so open

This is a simple landscape that consists of a

water is absent. However there are springs along the edges
of the area and most farms have a well.

Land-uses

7.13.6
the western part up to half the area is grassland.

The land is mainly used for arable crops but in

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.13.7
in places fences have replaced them. The hedges are

Hedges are the most common boundary though

usually low and well clipped. In the western half there are
also characteristically unclipped and taller hedges. Where
stock is farmed the hedges are generally supplemented
with post and wire fences. Trees in the hedgerows are
common but not abundant and are mostly oak or ash. The
fields are medium to large and regular in shape reflecting
the field pattern of late medieval times. There are infrequent
woodlands that are usually less than one hectare in size.
These are also regular in shape and fit easily with the grain
and texture of this landscape. The woodlands are mostly
broadleaf consisting of mainly oak and ash, with a proportion
of sycamore. Many woods have a small conifer element
but this is not universal. The batches at Camerton, Braysdown
and Tyning have a higher proportion of conifers in common

34 Fields East of Paulton



with many of the other batches in the area.

Settlement and Communications

7.13.8
located in a prominent position near the centre of the area.

Peasedown St John, the largest settlement, is

It is quite visible from much of the surrounding areas.
Likewise Paulton occupies a prominent location at the
western end. Clandown at the edge of Radstock adjoining
the area is sited at the head of a small valley. All three are
former mining settlements established in the 19" century.
The expansion of these settlements in the 20" century has
made them stand out prominently in the landscape. The
regular size, form, ‘newness’ in colour and the lack of
mature tree cover mean that the housing development on
the south side of Peasedown St John stands out from the
rest of the village and its surrounding countryside. Although
Paulton has a mining history, printing has been the
predominant industry since the beginning of the 20™ century.
The works are on the north side of the village and the large
buildings dominate the surrounding urban and rural areas.

35 View towards Peasedown St John

7.13.9  There are scattered individual farmsteads
located across the area. These tend to be of typical 19"
century design using mostly local materials and so
harmonise well with the landscape. However many of them
have large modern out buildings and barns that have a

high impact due fo their size, material and functional design.

7.13.10 The roads are few and narrow. They generally
run either along the line of the ridge or straight across it. In
either case they are often sunken into the ground or
enclosed by hedges on either side giving a ‘closed in’ feeling
to them. The exception to this is the A367 Radstock to Bath
road, which cuts diagonally across the plateau. Part follows
the Roman Fosse Way which has been a major route way
leading south from Bath for hundreds of years.

Landscape Characteristics

7.13.11
character. Long views over the valleys on either side to the

This is an open landscape often with a windswept

surrounding hills are typical. There is rarely a sense of
enclosure as woodlands are not common and the hedges
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are mostly low and well clipped. The sky is an important
feature of the views and the few tall elements such as pylons,
telecommunication fowers and floodlights are consequently
highly visible.

7.13.12 The A367 is a major feature adding movement
and noise to this landscape. Away from this busy road it is
tranquil, typified by the spring and summer sounds of
skylarks. Other detractors include a covered reservoir north
of Clandown, a landfill site beside Bath Old Road north of
Tyning and large modern barns and associated unnatural
earthworks. There are dark night skies in those areas away
from the larger settlements.

35 Fields South of Peasedown St John

7.13.13 There is considerable archaeological evidence
to show that this plateau has been settled for thousands of
years. There are Neolithic flint finds that date from the 5%
century BC. There are Bronze-age burial mounds near
Camerton, the site of a Roman settlement near Clandown
and the site of a Roman villa near White Ox Mead Knoll.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.13.14 Agriculturally there have been significant post[]
war changes resulting in the amalgamation of fields
particularly within the areas favourable to arable use. There
has also been a reduction in the number of trees within
hedgerows with a resultant opening up of the character of
the higher areas. Historically the blight and hectic activity
associated with coal mining in this area in the 19" and
early 20™ centuries has now largely been greened over. In
the latter half of the 20" century the most evident changes
to this landscape have increasingly come from development
pressure. Development is evident by the encroachment into
the landscape of features such as pylons and other overhead
wires as well as telecommunication towers. In addition flood
lighting is seen around Clandown. In this flat landscape
where tall vertical objects are proportionately more
noticeable this has had a significant effect upon the character
of the area. The recent by-pass and housing at Peasedown
St John have significantly affected the landscape around
the village by extending the built-up area and changing the



character of the interface between the built-up area and
the countryside. The realigned A367 road and the associated
noise attenuation bund has resulted in a strong barrier
between the settlement and the surrounding landscape.
Land to the south-east is designated as employment land.
This will result in significant changes along the southern
boundary of the village.
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Area 14: Avon Valley

Summary of Landscape Character

Meandering tree lined River Avon

Wide open valley with a generally flat valley floor

Generally steeply sloping valley sides often with undulating lower slopes

Generally clayey soils but also well-drained loamy soils on the river gravels
Patchwork of arable and grassland

Land use for sports pitches, ‘horsiculture’, light industry and utilities within and bordering the area
Prominent railway line and A4 Bristol to Bath road

Line of disused railway line now the well-used tree-lined Bristol and Bath Railway Path’
Generally small to medium sized fields enclosed by fences and hedges

Walls generally found nearer farms and dwellings

Several small woods

Prominent settlements within and adjoining the area

Traditional building materials include Oolitic and Lias Limestone with clay tile roofs
Landmarks include the Cadbury factory at Keynsham and Kelston Round Hill

Much of area has noise from road traffic and passing trains

Seasonal flooding

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Contfext

Introduction

7.14.1
12sq km in area. It comprises the meandering River Avon,

The Avon Valley character area is approximately

its valley floor and the lower valley slopes especially where
they are significantly influenced by the presence of the
railway and major road which are so prominent in the
valley. It extends from the western edge of Bath to the area
boundary north of Keynsham where the Cadbury factory
complex at Somerdale separates off a smaller area to the
west. The area is bounded by the Cotswold Plateaux and
Valleys character area to the east and the Hinton Blewett
and Newton St Loe Plateau Lands to the south as well as
shorter sections of other areas west of Keynsham.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.14.2
the surface geology throughout the area with alluvium

Drift deposits are an important component of

typically found through the floodplain as well as smaller
outcrops of river gravel and head. There are also a variety
of solid formations including Pennant Sandstone in the area
of Corston, Lias Limestone from Saltford to Kelston Park
with visible outcrops for example at Mead Lane, Saltford
and Lias Clay from Keynsham to Kelston to the north of the

limestone.

37 Rock outcrop at Mead Lane, Saltford

7.14.3
being well-drained in the limestone areas to being slowly

Soils are generally clayey in nature ranging from

permeable or af risk of flooding such as beside the Avon.
There are also some well-drained fine loamy soils found
over the river gravels, for example to the east of Keynsham.

Principal Planning Designations

7.14.4  The northern part falls within the Cotswold AONB
with the boundary following the River Avon. The southern
part following a line along the River Avon, around the edge
of Corston, along the A4 and along the western edge of
Keynsham falls within the Forest of Avon community forest.
The whole of the rural area is also within the Bristol/Bath
Green Belt.
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Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.14.5
meandering River Avon and its wide valley with a generally

The landscape consists primarily of the

flat or gently sloping valley floor. Here the land is low-lying
rarely exceeding 50m in height. The valley sides where
they are included range from moderately steeply sloping
around Corston, Newton St Loe and Kelston to gently sloping
as for example between Keynsham and Saliford. The lower
slopes are often undulating. The main line railway has had
a significant effect on the topography. Where it runs across
the flood plain it has been raised up in places on steeply
sloping embankments with other sections at grade or in
cutting. It has the effect of isolating parts of the flood plain
landscape from the River Avon.

Land-uses

7.14.6
a patchwork of arable and grassland. Arable fields are

Land-use within the area is varied, often giving

found particularly north of Saltford and around Corston to
the edge of Bath. There is also some horticultural use north
east of Keynsham. The reasonably level land close to urban
areas favours the use of the land for sports pitches such as
near to the edge of Keynsham and Corston. There is also
‘horsiculture’ in places particularly to the north of Saltford
and significant areas are in light industrial or business use,
including a substantial sewage works at Saltford Mead.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.14.7
Fences are used extensively. Hedges are also characteristic

The field boundaries are particularly varied.

and varied across the area with both clipped and unclipped
hedges, some with and some without trees. Walls tend to
be localised and mostly associated with farm buildings. In
areas of intensive horse grazing visually discordant white
tape is used to divide fields.

7.14.8
small and occasionally large fields, and are typically angular

Fields are generally medium in size, with some

in shape. Historically much of the area was enclosed during
the later Middle Ages from the earlier open fields. Of
particular note are the areas of rich, wet grassland beside
the River Avon such as at Keynsham Hams and north of
Newton St Loe, which were enclosed in the medieval period
as areas of meadowland, providing early seasonal growth
of grass.

7.14.9
is punctuated by a number of scattered small woods.

Much of the area has few trees but the landscape

Tennant’s Wood and Kelston Park Wood are of particular
note. They are both registered as ancient semi-natural



woodland. There are trees lining the River Avon and also
beside the Bristol and Bath Railway Path and beside the
main line railway. During the 1990’s there was considerable
woodland planting under the aegis of the Community Forest
to the east of Keynsham. Development of this community
resource is ongoing.

Settlements and Communications

7.14.10 The Avon Valley is an important transport
corridor. The river was at one time an important means of
transport and is now primarily used for recreational
purposes. The A4 Bristol to Bath road passes through the
corridor with connections to each side of the valley. The
Bristol to London mainline railway also runs through the
valley.

7.14.11 The area is bounded by Keynsham and Bath.
Keynsham is widely visible from within the area, whereas
Bath tends to be less prominent because of the topography
of the city. Saltford is the main seftlement within the area. It
is located on the south-western slopes of the Avon Valley
and is visible across much of the character area. The
historical centre of the village is around the church on the
north-east side. There has been subsequent 19" century
development towards the river and the bulk of the village is
20" century. Corston is the only other village and is also
located on the south-western slopes of the valley. The
southern part around the church is the historical centre.
The village expanded to the north in the 19" century and
has two small areas of 20" century development on the
northern side. Other seftlement includes a group of houses
at Durley Park and ribbon development between Saltford
and Keynsham. There are also isolated farms and properties
above the floodplain. Traditional building materials include

Oolitic and Lias Limestone often with red clay tiled roofs.
More recently brick and rendered houses with brown
concrete roofs have been built on the edges of Keynsham
and at Saltford.

Landscape Characteristics

7.14.12 The landscape has a generally open character
with views across the wide valley floor to the valley sides
and the hills and plateaux beyond. Kelston Round Hill and
Lansdown for example can appear very dramatic under
certain conditions such as when under low cloud.
Occasionally longer views are restricted by adjoining
settlements, tall hedges, trees or the railway on

embankment.

39 West Side of Saltford

7.14.13 The flat open nature of the landscape gives
prominence to features that otherwise might be lost in a
more enclosed landscape. Goal posts and buildings
associated with the sports fields are offen major components
of the view. Likewise large mature trees and groups of
trees, often including willow and poplar, are also important
elements of many views. The course of the river edged by
trees is a particularly important feature throughout the area.
Seasonal flooding can have a pronounced effect on the
character across the flood plain.

38 Kelston Mill and Weir near Saltford



7.14.14 Development at the edges of the settlements is
often a major component of views especially around and
between Keynsham and Saltford. The Cadbury factory at
Keynsham with its prominent red brick construction is an
important landmark from many views. Likewise the Kelston
Round Hill on the Cotswold ridge to the north east with its
group of trees is another important landmark.

7.14.15 The noise from both road traffic and trains is
apparent across much of the area reinforcing the
importance of the valley as a transport corridor.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.14.16 There have been agricultural changes locally
leading to amalgamation of fields as well as a reduction in
the number of hedgerow trees. Most recent changes have
come about as a result of urban fringe pressures. This is
indicated by the presence of utility works, sports pitches
and locally the use of fields as horse paddocks.

7.14.17 Phytophthora disease has resulted in dead and
dying alders beside the river and is having a significant
impact on many views along this river valley landscape.
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Area 15: Norton Radstock Southern Farmlands

Summary of Landscape Character

. Limestone plateau surrounded on three sides by river valleys

. Relatively steep river valleys

. Small irregular shaped fields in valley and rectilinear shaped fields on the plateau

. Fields enclosed by clipped hedges on plateau with unclipped hedges in the valleys

. Industrial past evident from remains of railway and colliery spoil heaps

. Core of coal mining village of Haydon built in Lias Limestone with small scale modern in-fill development,
. Some individual farmsteads

. Prominent 20" century industrial and residential development

. Few individual hedgerow trees but large areas of hawthorn scrub, scrub woodland and new plantation

. Open landscape on higher plateau with wide views

. Older buildings built from Lias Limestone with slate roofs. New buildings are brick with concrete tile roofs

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Contfext

Introduction

7.15.1
lies between the southern boundary of the area and the

This small character area of just over 3sq km

built-up areas of Midsomer Norton and Radstock. The
character of this area results from its relationship to the
built-up area and the associated coal mining heritage. It is
divided into three separate areas and includes several
tributary valleys of the Wellow Brook including the River
Somer, Snail’s Bottom and Kilmersdon Brook. The position
of the boundaries is mainly dictated by the urban edge and
the administrative boundary of the area.

40 West of Haydon

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.15.2
are Mercia Mudstones. The base of the Kilmersdon Valley,

The floors of Somer Valley and Snail’s Bottom

however, is of alluvium deposits. Above this on both sides
of all of the valleys is a band of shales and clays from the
Penarth Group. These rocks are from the Triassic period.
The majority of the remaining upland is Lias Limestone
(white and blue) while the very highest part above 130m,
south of Haydon, is a small outcrop of Inferior Oolitic
Limestone. This part of the plateau is virtually a small western
outlier of the Cotswolds that has been separated by erosion
of the intervening area. All these limestones are from the
Jurassic period. The steepest slopes of both the Kilmersdon
and Snail’s Bottom Valleys have frequently slipped. Below
all of the area is the coal bearing Carboniferous strata.

7.15.3
generally derived from the Mercia Mudstones and are

The soils of the valleys and valley slopes are

slowly permeable, reddish and clayey. The remaining
higher land has shallow, well-drained calcareous soil derived
from the limestones.

Principal Planning Designations

7.15.4  The area is outside any Green Belt or AONB
designation.
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Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.15.5
to the west of the A367 and comprise principally the upper

The two smallest parts of the character area lie

steep slopes of the River Somer Valley. The lower slopes
and part of the valley floor are developed mainly for
housing. The largest part of the character area lies to the
east of the A367. The dominating landform characteristic
here derives from the high Oolitic Limestone central plateau
area around Haydon which is bounded by two steep-sided
tributaries of the Wellow Brook; Snail’s Bottom to the west
and Kilmersdon Brook to the east. The tributaries curve
around the plateau to the north and merge at the Radstock
Railway Lands. To the south west of Snail’s Bottom is a smalll
part of a lower, more undulating Lias Limestone plateau
and in this area the Snail’s Bottom Valley is more
asymmetrical. The western valley side is very shallow and
the eastern valley side is steep where it abuts the Oolitic
Limestone plateau. The lowest point of the area at the
Radstock railway lands is about 75m. The highest point is
136m above Haydon.

7.15.6 T he tributaries of the Wellow Brook through the
area have several minor tributaries such as those flowing
from Redhouse Farm to the stream along Snail’s Bottom
and from Foxhills to the stream from Kilmersdon. They are
fed from numerous springs that issue from the point where
the Lias Limestones meet the Penarth Group shales and
clays. The frequency of springs particularly east of Haydon
gives a marshy character to this part of the valley.

Land-uses

7.15.7
arable with some short-term pasture. In the valleys by

The land on the plateau is mainly used for

contrast the land is mainly used for permanent and short-
term pasture with some scrub and woodland on the steeper
slopes.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.15.8
the fields are medium and small in size. The steeper slopes

The field pattern is angular but irregular and

tend to have the smaller more irregular fields. The hedges
of both the higher and the lower plateau areas tend to be
low and well clipped but with very few trees within, giving a
very open character. In the valleys the hedges are commonly
unclipped but are also sometimes clipped and they tend to
be quite ‘gappy’. In places scrub merges with the hedges
and as a result the boundaries of fields are often quite
indistinct.



7.15.9
most distinct areas of woodland in the area and is registered

Grove Wood to the west of Haydon is one of the

as ancient semi-natural woodland. There is considerable
scrub along the stream sides and upper slopes of the valleys
and some scrubby woodland on the spoil heap by the colliery
tramway at Haydon. Newly planted areas are found
adjacent to Grove Wood and along the upper slopes of the
Kilmersdon Valley. The scrub consists mainly of hawthorn
and bramble with course grasses. A more open scrub is
found on the disused workings west of Haydon where the
spoil cannot support larger species.

Settlement and Communications

7.15.10 Haydon is the main seftlement in the area. ltis a
compact village of mining terraces in Lias Limestone with
concrete and slate roofs. There is also some more modern
in-fill development. Other buildings are stone farmhouses
with a mixture of outbuildings and barns in both traditional
and modern materials. The former colliery site is now an
industrial estate to the east of Haydon.

7.15.11 The principal roads through the area are aligned
north to south connecting settlements to the south with
Midsomer Norton and Radstock. The most important is the
A367, which is the Roman road the Fosse Way. A smaller
road connects Haydon to Kilmersdon across the high point
of the area. The line of the disused railway follows the
floor of the valley north of Kilmersdon.

Landscape Characteristics

7.15.12
landscape in contrast to the plateaux with their open views.

The valleys give an enclosed feel to the

The tower of Downside Abbey is visible across the plateau
to the south. The strongest elements of this landscape are
the remains of the coal mining industry and the close
proximity of the built-up area both residential and industrial
which influence almost all views and brings with it pressures
for recreational use. The large new warehouses at the
Westfield Industrial Estate are an unsightly and dominating
influence in the Snail’s Bottom area. Snail’s Bottom, the old
Haydon tip and Kilmersdon Valleys are particularly well
used for casual recreation.

41 Southern Edge of Radstock

7.15.13 Haydon itself is an outlier of Radstock and was
built to house the miners for the local pit. The disused railway
line and inclined railway at Haydon form important elements
within the Kilmersdon valley east of Haydon.

7.15.14 There is a tumulus to the north of Haydon and
the land around it is of archaeological significance. There
is a quarry nearby which would have provided Lias
Limestone for local buildings and is now designated a SSSI.

Landscape Change and Condition

7.15.17 Thelandscape has changed in the last 150 years
from a rural scene to an industrial one dominated by the
coal industry and back to a rural scene. The modern
landscape has a less maintained and ‘rougher’ character
and texture than neighbouring agricultural areas. This is
caused in the main by the remnants of the coal industry
and its infrastructure and changes in agricultural
management. The disturbance caused by coal mining and
the railways and the subsequent ending of mining and disuse
of the railways has created valuable habitats of nature
conservation interest. The plateau is well maintained as a
traditional rural landscape. As such it has changed relatively
little compared to the Haydon Valleys.

7.15.18 Since the 1 edition OS map considerably more
woodland and scrub has been allowed to develop along
the valley sides and by the streams. Further planting has
increased the rate of this change. However hedgerow trees
are fewer in number as indeed are the hedgerows
themselves. This is consistent throughout the area but most
noticeable on the plateau areas. There used to be a few
scattered small orchards across the plateau and its slopes,
few of these exist today.



Area 16: Coiswolds Plateaux and Valleys

Summary of Landscape Character

Steep west-facing scarp with outcrops of Oolitic Limestone
Open high Oolitic Limestone plateaux enclosed by dry stone walls and few trees
Fields on valley sides enclosed by often untrimmed hedges with trees

Thin well-drained loam soils on plateaux and deeper slowly permeable clayey soils on lower valley sides and
floor

Arable and pastoral farmland on plateaux

Pasture and woodland on valley sides

Narrow steeply sided valleys that cut into the plateaux

Larger fields on plateaux and smaller more irregular fields on valley sides

Villages and isolated farms follow foot of slopes close to the spring lines

Warm coloured Oolitic Limestone buildings and walls

Straight roads on the plateaux

Narrow sunken winding lanes along the valley sides

Broadleaf woods along scarp and upper slopes

Open landscape on plateaux and more enclosed and intimate landscape within valleys

Many historical and archaeological features including the late prehistoric site at Solsbury Hill, the Fosse Way
Roman road at Bannerdown and Second World War airfield at Charmy Down

Many locally well-known landmarks and beauty spots and Cotswolds Way national trail

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Contfext

Introduction

7.16.1  This character area is one of the larger ones at
41.6sq km and is located at the north-eastern side of the
area. It comprises the southernmost part of the Cotswolds,
a much-celebrated landscape that is recognised both
nationally and internationally. It is divided into four separate
parts by the presence of the Avon Valley which cuts through
the area, and the City of Bath which has developed up onto
parts of the Cotswold plateau and along the valleys over
the centuries.

7.16.2 By far the largest part of the area lies to the
north of the City. It extends up to and far beyond the northern
boundary of the area and runs from Swineford in the west
to Shockerwick in the east. The southern and western
boundary runs along the base of the scarp slope down to
the River Avon or to the edge of the built up area of Bath.

7.16.3
to the area at the southern and eastern edge of Bath which
border the Cam and Wellow Brook Valleys character area
and the Bathford and Limpley Stoke Valley character area

There are also three much smaller outlying parts

respectively.

7.16.4
Limestone plateau areas divided by steep sided valleys and

The landscape comprises a series of Oolitic

a scarp slope down to the River Avon. It has an intimate
relationship with the city of Bath and much of the distinctive
character of the city is derived from this relationship. The
city is built in the valleys and on the downs of the Cotswolds
and so this area would be more continuous were it not for
the built up area.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.16.5
Oolitic Limestone. This is the celebrated honey coloured

The plateau tops are formed from the Greater

limestone used in the local buildings and for much of Bath
itself. The formations include Bath Oolite, Twinhoe Beds
and Combe Down Oolite which form the flat tops of the
downs. Below this lies the Fuller’s Earth beds that have
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been important economically in the area. Fuller’s Earth
was mined in Combe Hay parish, near Odd Down and at
South Stoke. These beds are in turn underlain by the Lower
Oolitic Limestones and then the Midford Sands and Lias
Clay that locally form the base of the scarp and the bottom
of the valleys.

7.16.6
thin, brashy fine loams. They are freely draining and

The soils over the Greater Oolitic Limestone are

calcareous. The Fuller’s Earth support shallow clayey soils
that are still alkaline and brashy but are less well drained.
On the scarp face above the Midford Sands and Inferior
Oolitic Limestone a thin brashy calcareous clay is found
that supports short term and permanent pasture, these slopes
tend also to be very uneven from slippage. In the base of
the valleys on the Lias Clays the soils are slowly permeable
silty and loam soils. These can be waterlogged in places.

Principal Planning Designations

7.16.7  Most of the area is within the Cotswold AONB
except for a small part near Odd Down and the whole of
the undeveloped area is within the Bristol/Bath Green Belt.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.16.8
and comprise three distinct elements. They are firstly the

The Cotswolds rise abruptly from the Avon Valley

west facing scarp, then the steep sided river valleys and
finally the plateau tops or Downs as they are known locally.
The scarp rises from 15m by the River Avon at Swineford
to high points of 218m at Kelston Round Hill, 236m at Bath
racecourse, 212m at Charmy Down and 204m at
Bathampton Down. The plateau is relatively flat and level,
generally above 180m. The river valleys steeply dissect
the plateau as their streams flow to the Avon. Each valley
has in turn steeply sided tributary valleys forming a
complicated indented valley landform. There are frequent
springs along the valley sides and scarp face at the junction
of the porous limestone with the Fuller’s Earth and Lias
Clays below.

Land-uses

7.16.9
steeper slopes and a mixture of short-term pasture and

Land use is predominantly pastoral on the

arable on the flat plateau tops. There are also several areas
of historic parkland including Kelston Park designed in 1768
by Capability Brown, Widcombe Manor largely laid out in
1727 at the time of rebuilding the manor and Prior Park
where Pope was involved in the design and modifications
in the 1730s / early 1740s and Capability Brown in the
early 1760s.



Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.16.10 The fields are small and medium and quite
irregular on the steeper valley sides and scarp slopes which
is typical of the piecemeal clearance of wooded landscape
that occurred from the Bronze Age through to Saxon times.
The fields on the plateau areas by contrast are larger and
more regular resulting from the gradual enclosure of
common land and the development of large estates during
the 16" to 18" centuries. The fields on the steeper slopes
are usually enclosed by hedges which are often untrimmed
and ‘gappy’ and occasionally are enclosed by walls. The
plateau areas are distinguished by the long lines of dry[]
stone walls.

7.16.11
landscape and are most common on the steeper slopes

Woodlands are an important feature of this

especially on the upper slopes. These woodlands are quite
variable in size, ranging from small clumps to large
woodlands many hectares in size. Most are irregular in
shape. They are mainly broadleaf and beech is common.
There are frequent lines of trees, sometimes these are of
Scots pine. Individual trees such as ash trees are more
common in the hedge lines of the valley slopes. The relative
lack of individual trees on the plateau areas reinforces the
very open nature of the landscape.

43 Batheaston

Settlement and Communications

7.16.12 The settlement pattern and form is dictated by
the landform. The villages run along the valley sides
frequently close to the spring line. Other settlements are
isolated farms and hamlets that are evenly spread along
the slopes closely associated with the springs. The plateau
areas have no natural water bodies and consequently
settlements here are much less common. One of the major
unifying elements of this landscape is the use of the local
Oolitic Limestone in buildings and walls. The traditional
building style has many features that are also very
characteristic. These include steep-sided roofs using
limestone tiles and the detailing around windows and doors
designed to shed water away from the stonework are typical
of the ‘Cotswold style’.
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7.16.13 The roads are divided between two types. The
larger roads across the plateaux, for example the A46,
The Fosse Way and Lansdown Road, tend to be straight,
wide and open. By contrast the smaller lanes that connect
the villages tend to be winding and narrow and are typically
sunken, enclosed by high hedgebanks. The straighter roads
are either Roman in origin as is the case of the Fosse Way
or date from the 18" and 19" century enclosure of the
plateau areas and consequently reflect the regular layout
of this part of the landscape. The winding lanes developed
with the villages and the clearance of woodland and so in
places could date back to prehistoric times. There are
numerous well-used public rights of way including the
Limestone Link, part of the Cotswold Way National Trail
and the Bath Skyline Walk to the east of Bath. This reflects
the importance of the area for casual recreation.

Landscape Characteristics

7.16.14 There are expansive views over the wider
countryside and over the city of Bath from the plateaux and
the scarp that give an open exposed character while the
smaller valleys are more enclosed and can feel quite cut
off from surrounding areas. The overall character area is
unified by the common occurrence of the broadleaf
woodlands, the frequent dry stone walls and the building
style in the local Oolitic Limestone.

7.16.15 The presence of historic and prehistoric
monuments and features are an integral part of the
character of this landscape. There are many Bronze Age
burial mounds in the area, particularly on Landsdown,
Charmy Down and Banner Down. The area also contains
some of the most impressive prehistoric and Romano-British
The Scheduled
Monuments of Solesbury Hill Fort and Little Down Camp

earthwork monuments in the District.

are two of the most visible and influential of these. The
Fosse Way Roman road links Bath and Cirencester. The
valley slopes were enclosed in the late medieval times and
are characterised by smaller more regular outlines with
frequent ‘dog leg’ angles where adjoining strips meet. The
steeper slopes were also enclosed in the later medieval
period but here they have a more distinctive form due to
the ‘strip lynchets’ and other methods used to reclaim
productive land on such gradients. Many of these earthworks
are still visible today and in some locations such as
Bathampton Down and Charmy Down the earthwork
remains of prehistoric or Romano-British field systems and
enclosures are clearly visible. The plateau tops were
enclosed in the 18" and 19" centuries by Parliamentary
Enclosure Acts. These tend to have large rectilinear fields
bounded by stone walls. Many of the lanes and roads though
straight are remnants from an earlier landscape and may
be old drove roads. A large memorial marks the civil war
battlefield site on Lansdown. There are historic parks and



estates from the 18" century such as Kelston Park, St
Catherine’s Court and Prior Park. More recently there is
the now disused airfield on Charmy Down, a remnant from
the Second World War.

7.16.16 There are a number of locally well-known
landmarks, beauty spots and features and places of inferest
some of which are listed below:

Kelston Round Hill — a landmark viewed from miles around
to the south, east and west

Beckford’s Tower — A folly built in 1827 on the Lansdown
Ridge and a prominent landmark

Kelston Park — The mansion at Kelston Park is a prominent
landmark in the Avon Valley, jutting out on a lower level
plateau info the valley

Solsbury Hill Fort, a Scheduled Monument — Late prehistoric
hill fort east of Swainswick

Lansdown Race Course — on the Lansdown ridge

Prospect Stile — Well known viewpoint on the western edge
of the Lansdown plateau

Battlefields Monument — Civil war monument at northern
end of Lansdown plateau

Charmy Down — prominent disused airfield. Bathampton
telecommunication mast Sham Castle on the edge of
Bathampton Down

St Catherine’s Court — Historic house and garden in the St
Catherine’s Valley, itself a well-known beauty spot

Prior Park — National Trust Historic Garden.
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44 lyncombe Vale from Perrymead

Landscape Change and Condition

7.16.19 Planning controls in the latter part of the 20™
century such as the AONB designation and Green Belt status
of the area have been effective in maintaining the distinct
character of the area. In addition the high profile nationally
has led to enhanced upkeep of the landscape features.
Grants for walling and hedgerow maintenance can be seen
to have had some localised effect. Pressures from built
development have been more localised such as the provision
of park and ride on Lansdown and the spread of housing
from Bath. Increasingly aspirations for enlargement of the
University of Bath result in pressures for further development.
The widely visible Batheaston bypass has had a significant
impact on the landscape and intrudes into the setting of this
edge of Bath. Other development such as telecom towers
have also affected some views. The generally good condition
of the landscape reflects the value placed upon it.

7.16.20 New tree planting has taken place in some areas
in recent years which will contribute to the distinct wooded
character of some of the area.
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Area 17: Hinton Charterhouse and Baggridge
Plateaux

Summary of Landscape Character

Undulating Oolitic Limestone plateau mostly above 100 m.

Generally clayey soils with thinner stony light coloured free-draining soils on the limestone
Mixture of pasture and arable land

Open landscape with wide views to surrounding areas

Medium or large fields that are regular and angular in shape

Fields surrounded by hedges or occasionally walls

Small woodlands

Tree belts and frequent hedgerow trees

Fairly straight roads

Small village of Hinton Charterhouse and hamlet of Pipehouse that harmonise well with landscape
19" century farms often with prominent modern buildings

Features include water tower at Pipehouse and 2™ world war defences at Hog Wood

18" century parkland with specimen trees at Hinton House

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3



Contfext

Location of Area

7.17.1
located at the south-eastern corner of the area. It consists

This character area is 11.4sq km in size and is

of a gently undulating limestone plateau. The boundaries
are located where the edge of the plateau meets the steeper
slopes of the surrounding valleys. The Norton Brook Valley,
which is part of the Cam and Wellow Brook Valleys character
area, divides the area into two parts. The area is bordered
by the Cam and Wellow Brook Valleys character area to
the north and the Bathford and Limpley Stoke Valley
character area to the east. The southern edge follows the
area boundary.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.17.2
the upper portions of the Great Oolite series. The highest

The geology of the character area consists of

points consist of Cornbrash, a loose, brown limestone rock
that contains many shell fossils. Below this and covering the
maijority of the area is a layer of Forest Marble. This is a
brown clay with conspicuous cream coloured limestone that
consists of large amounts of shell detritus. Below the Forest
Marble is the Great Oolite, which forms the fringes of the
plateau.

7.17.3
clay with considerable brashy limestone debris. Drainage

The soils are typically light or mid-brown thin

can be impeded in places where the clay is thicker. Over
the Oolitic Limestone the soils are very thin and stony with
a matrix of fine or course loam. The quantity of stone makes
them appear light in colour. These soils are freely draining.

Principal Planning Designations

7.17.4  The whole of the undeveloped area is within
the Bristol/Bath Green Belt. The northern half of the eastern
part, broadly the part north of Hinton Charterhouse, is within
the Cotswold AONB.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.17.5
limestone plateau ranging in height from 70m to 150m.

This area comprises a gently undulating

Most of the area is above 100m. There are no significant
natural drainage features because of the flat nature of the
landform and the porous geology.

Land-uses

7.17.6
fields, in roughly equal measure. The higher parts on the

The land cover consists of arable and pastoral

soils derived from the Cornbrash are ideal for growing
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cereal crops as the name implies. At the time of survey
there was some conspicuous extensive pig farming and
there was plentiful evidence of pheasant rearing around
Hassage Wood.

45 Fields West of Hinton Charterhouse

7.17.7
There is also a small limestone quarry north of Pipehouse.

There is 18" century parkland at Hinton House.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.17.8
size and these are generally regular or angular in shape.

The fields are of medium and occasionally large

Hedges usually enclose these fields. Occasionally there are
dry limestone walls, especially around the settlements or
along the roads. There are several types of fencing such
as post and rail and post and wire. This latter type is
frequently used to divide larger fields for different uses or
crops. The hedges are very varied. In places they are tall
and unclipped and in others they are low and clipped or
very rarely layed. A few hedges have been allowed to
develop as belts of trees and these can give a misleading
impression of there being more woodland than there really
is. There are frequent mature trees in the hedges and some
in the fields themselves. These are mostly oaks with a
smaller number of ash, sycamore and occasionally beech.
There are a few small woodlands generally between 2
and 5 ha. in size. Littleton Wood is an exception at
approximately 20 ha. The woodlands consist of mixed
deciduous and coniferous trees. They are regular in shape
and generally reflect the field shapes.

Settlement and Communications

7.17.9
of Hinton Charterhouse and the hamlet of Pipehouse. Both

There are two significant settlements; the village

are typical rural settlements associated with agriculture.
Hinton Charterhouse is at the hub of a number of roads.
Both are set high on the plateau at the centre of farmland.
There are also individual farms that are spread evenly
across the plateau. Upper Baggridge Farm is of particular
note positioned at the centre of a number of routes including

a byway.



7.17.10 The settlements fit in well with the landscape.
Buildings are generally constructed of Oolitic Limestone
and roofs are usually red clay or brown concrete tiles.
Domestic buildings are small and non-uniform in shape,
clustered tightly together. Limestone walls usually mark their
boundaries. Within settlements mature trees are common
and this strengthens the harmony with the landscape. Some
buildings have rendered walls and these tend to stand out.
The large modern barns that are usually constructed from
concrete block and sheet steel cladding are also very
prominent.

7.17.11 The principal road is the A36 Bath to Warminster
road towards the east of the area. There are also a number
of secondary and minor roads as well as a network of
byways and footpaths. Roads are often straight and run
across the plateau linking villages and properties. Where
roads rise up onto the plateau they usually follow the more
gentle slopes but occasionally the roads are steep as for
example at Hassage Hill, Baggridge Hill and Hinton Hill.

Landscape Characteristics

7.17.12 ltis an expansive landscape that is generally very
open. There are some wonderful views both to distant
surrounding hills including the Westbury White Horse at
Westbury on the Wiltshire Downs and more locally into the
Cam and Wellow Valleys. Hedgerow trees and the taller
hedges and walls provide an element of enclosure in places
and especially around Pipehouse which has a much more

enclosed feel than the rest of the plateau.
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46  Pipehouse

7.17.13 The main landmarks are the villages and farms
scattered throughout the area and the water tower at
Pipehouse. In Hog Wood near Pipehouse there are a
number of pill boxes, anti-tank and infantry trenches dating
from 1940 which were built as part of the outer defence
line for Bristol against the threat of invasion. The specimen
trees in the parkland of Hinton House and the Priory remains
are also notable features.

7.17.14 There are several significant archaeological
remains that verify the long history of settlement and use of
this area. The Stony Littleton Neolithic Long Barrow, various
Bronze Age round barrows on Midford Hill and a scheduled
length of Roman Road to the south of Pipehouse are the
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earliest features in a landscape dominated largely by later
periods. The Scheduled Monument of Hinton Priory
represents the remains of a rare Carthusian priory and
both Baggeridge and Peipards Farms are associated with
deserted medieval settlements, the latter associated with
the village of Woodwick. Hinton House and the diverted toll
road to the north are visible examples of planned

landscapes.

47 St John the Baptist’s Church, Hinton Charterhouse

Landscape Change and Condition

7.17.15 The condition of the walls, hedges and woodlands
is generally declining due to lack of appropriate
management. The hedges, although commonly clipped,
are frequently ‘gappy’ and stock proofing, where required,
is achieved through post and wire fencing. Woodland cover
has increased slightly since 1881 and some areas of recent
new tree planting will strengthen this trend. There has
however been a dramatic reduction in the number of
orchards.

7.17.16 Field sizes have been increased by the removal
of walls and hedges. New farm buildings tend to be large
and functional in design and are built of modern materials
rather than the traditional stone. Consequently they tend to
stand out as discordant elements in this landscape especially
where they are isolated from other farm buildings.

7.17.17 Other structures are beginning to have a larger
impact on the landscape; these include various electricity
and telecommunication pylons and the water tower near
Pipehouse.



Area 18: Bathford and Limpley Stoke Valley

Summary of Landscape Character

Broad open valley of the River Avon in places dramatic and gorge-like

Narrower Frome River and Midford and By Brook Valleys

Steep generally wooded valley sides

Meandering course of Rivers Avon, Frome and the Midford and By Brooks edged with groups of alder and willow
Important transport corridors

Settlements on valley sides

Extensive views across and along the valleys

Views contained by ridges and woodland each side of the valleys

Generally hedged field boundaries, some clipped and some unclipped

Several fields enclosed by walls

Impressive houses and smaller farmhouses usually of characteristic golden Oolitic Limestone on valley sides in
wooded or parkland setting

Distinctive canal architecture including Dundas Aqueduct and bridges
Mill buildings and associated features such as mill races
Second World War pill boxes

Brown's Folly

For detailed Character Area map see Appendix 3
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Contfext

Location of Area

7.18.1
consists of the valley floor and the steep and often well-

The character area covers nearly 15sq km. It

wooded slopes of the Rivers Frome and Avon and the
Midford and By Brooks. It is generally bounded by hills and
plateaux and, in the context of this assessment, also by
development and the area boundary. It follows the Avon
Valley east of Bath from the edge of Batheaston to the north
around to the Midford Brook Valley near Monkton Combe
to the south. It includes a branch westwards along the
Midford Brook and Horsecombe Brook Valleys and
eastwards along the By Brook Valley at Bathford. The River
Avon continues southwards beyond the area boundary into
West Wiltshire. The character area also has an isolated
section to the south incorporating part of the River Frome
Valley.

Geology, Soils and Drainage

7.18.2
geology of alluvium, gravel and occasionally head such as

The sides of the rivers and brooks contain drift

below Warleigh Lodge Farm. Typically the valley sides consist
of Fuller’s Earth and Lias Clays which are overlain with
Oolitic Limestone on the high ground. Landslips are a
feature throughout the valleys resulting from limestone
above unstable clays.

7.18.3
typically used for grazing and occasionally for arable use.

The main soils are calcareous clayey soils

Fine well-drained calcareous loamy soils occur over the
limestone towards the boundaries of the area and typically
support a more diverse range of agricultural uses. Well-
drained soils are also found towards the north of the area
in the vicinity of the Bathampton Meadows.

Principal Planning Designations

7.18.4  All the area falls within the Cotswold AONB
except at the two extremes; the Bathampton meadows at
the northern end and the Farleigh Plain and Iford plantation
at the southern end are outside the AONB. All the
undeveloped part also falls within the Bristol/Bath Green
Belt.

Description

Landform and Drainage Pattern

7.18.5
but steep sided valley. The steepness of the valley sides in

The River Avon occupies a comparatively broad

relation to the breadth of the valley gives a dramatic almost
gorge-like feel to the landform in places. The River Frome
and Midford and By Brooks by contrast occupy narrow valleys
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also with steep sides. The floor of each valley is generally
flat or gently sloping, gradually increasing in steepness
higher up the valley sides. The present form of the Avon
Valley with its markedly undulating side slopes has to a
large extent resulted from the instability of the Oolitic
Limestone over clay leading to landslips along the section
east of Bath.

48 Bathford Viewed from across the Avon Valley

Land-uses

7.18.6
part is in arable use such as to the south of Bathford. There

The land is principally used for grazing. Only

are sports pitches north of Bathampton and along the By
Brook and Midford Brook Valleys. There are also areas of
parkland with mature specimen trees at Claverton Manor,
now the American Museum, and at Warleigh Manor, now
converted to smaller housing units.

Fields, Boundaries and Trees

7.18.7
reflect relatively modern adjustment of earlier enclosures.

Much of the field pattern throughout the valleys

There are however areas of medieval enclosure of rich
wet grassland such as alongside the River Frome and By
Brook and alongside the River Avon between Claverton
and Bathford. There is evidence of late medieval enclosure
of steep sided cultivation in some areas such as below
Warleigh Wood. The medium sized fields are generally
enclosed by hedgerows; some are well trimmed and others
are tall and unclipped. The hedges often contain mature
oaks and other trees. Walls are also present but are less
common.



49 Drung (enclosed footway) above Monkton Combe

7.18.8
of the larger areas of woodland are registered as ancient

The valley sides are typically well-wooded. Most

semi-natural woodland. As well as native woodland there
are also characteristic parkland trees including copper beech
and redwood trees as for example at Claverton Manor
and Warleigh Manor. There is often also a transition to
patchy scrub on the more gentle lower slopes.

View from survey point 73

Settlement and Communications
7.18.9

as a communication corridor. The Avon Valley contains not

Throughout history the area has been important

only the river, but also the Kennet and Avon Canal, the
railway, the A4 Batheaston Bypass and the A36 Warminster
Road, and a number of public footpaths all of which make
use of the comparative convenience of the valley floor.
The Kennet and Avon Canal was important for moving stone
but is now important for recreation. The Somersetshire Coal
Canal joined it at Dundas and a short remaining section
can still be seen near the aqueduct. The Camerton branch
of the railway once followed the Midford Brook Valley. This
was made famous in the film ‘The Titfield Thunderbolt’.
The A36 was originally built in 1830 as a turnpike road by
Macadam. The A363 Bradford Road climbs the eastern
valley side. The Rivers Frome and Avon and the Midford
and By Brooks were commercially important giving rise to
a number of mills which constitute important features in
the landscape. The area also contains a network of minor
routes following the valley and rising up the valley sides.
These are often narrow and enclosed by hedges.

7.18.10 The main settlements include Bathford, Claverton,
Monkton Combe, Limpley Stoke and Freshford. They each
occupy sloping ground on the sides of the valleys. There
are also several farms and large properties, many of
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Georgian origin, which characteristically occupy strategic
positions on the upper slopes overlooking the valleys.
Examples include Warleigh and Claverton Manors.

Landscape Characteristics

7.18.11
both along and across the valley. Views are contained or

The landscape is open providing extensive views

framed by the ridges and dense woodland on each side
and wider views beyond the valley are rare. In places the
valley sides are so steep and well-wooded that they give a
dramatic and gorge-like feeling to the valley whilst the
overall scale of the landscape maintains a sense of
openness. The course of the rivers and brooks is marked
by groups of willow and alder trees. Although the lower
slopes and valley floor of the River Avon are occupied by
busy main roads and the railway, much of the area has a
remarkably tranquil quality. Similarly the River Frome and
Midford and By Brook Valleys are all to a greater or lesser
extent transport corridors, but taking less traffic they have
a more tranquil character similar to the quieter parts of the
Avon Valley.

50 River Avon from the Dundas Aquaduct

7.18.12
located on the valley sides, often nestled into woodland or

Impressive houses and smaller farm houses

within parkland on the upper slopes, are distinctive features
within the landscape. The traditional building material is
Oolitic Limestone with clay tile and sometimes slate roofs.
Reconstituted stone is now widely used often with dark
coloured concrete tile roofs.

7.18.13 There are distinctive structures associated with
the canal, river and railway. The A36 viaduct and Dundas
Aqueduct near Monkton Combe are particularly distinctive,
as are the smaller bridge structures such as the one over
the canal near Claverton. There are numerous other
features such as Claverton Pumping Station built in 1813
to pump water from the river to the canal; mills or evidence
of mills at Freshford, Bathford and Tucking Mill; Brown's
Folly above Bathford and remnants of the Second World
War defences known as the Outer Bristol Defences which
pass through the area in the vicinity of Freshford Mill. The



most evident features of these defences are a series of pill
boxes such as the one at Woodside near Freshford.

7.18.14 Significant detractors within the landscape
include traffic on the A4 and A36, pylons, communication
masts and some new development by virtue of its scale,
location and/or design.

51 Iford Bridge

Landscape Change and Condition

7.18.15 The area is generally in good condition and
maintains its distinct harmonious character. There are
however signs of creeping changes which could have
implications on the long term cohesiveness and health of
the landscape. Since the 1¢ Edition OS map was surveyed
hedges have often been taken out to enlarge fields as for
example fo the west of Bathford Hill. Remaining hedges
have often become ‘gappy’ and there has been a reduction
in the number of trees in the hedges and within the fields.
The extent of woodland appears to be relatively constant
though factors such as clear-felling and replanting and storm
damage have influenced its appearance. Reduction in the
areas that are grazed has resulted in some newer areas of
woodland. More recently Phytophthora disease has resulted
in dead and dying alders beside the river affecting many
views.

7.18.16 Development in the form of new housing for
example at Bathford and to a lesser extent at Monkton
Combe; larger shed type buildings and associated car
parking and lighting located on the valley floor such as at
Manor Farm, Bathampton and Freshford Mill; and
development on or close to the skyline, for example at the
University of Bath have all had varying degrees of impact
on the character and cohesion of the landscape.

7.18.17
health and relatively robust in maintaining its distinct

In general the landscape appears to be in good

character. The effect of a combination of the above changes
has however resulted in degrading the character and
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cohesion of the landscape in places. The valley with its
river, canal and public rights of way network is an important
area for recreation. This can influence landscape character
through for example the demand for playing fields. Other
pressures on the landscape include demands for utility
structures such as masts and pylons.





